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Field Marshal Sir Harold R. L. G. Alexander, Supreme Allied Commander in the Mediter- 


ranean, is greeted at an airfield in Italy after his flight from Athens where he held conferences 
on the current struggle in the Greek capital. He was met here by Lt. Gen. Ira C. Eaker, Mediter- 
ranean Allied Air Forces Commander, and Vice Admiral Henry Kent Hewitt, USN, com- 


mander of the 8th U. S. Fleet. 
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Pope Cautions House Group 
On Great Peace Obligations 





By Sgt. DON WILLIAMS 


- 


Staff Correspondent 


ROME, Dec. 15—Members of the House Military Affairs Com- 
mittee were cautioned by Pope Pius XII today that upon them 
and other legislators rested a great obligation to see that a peace 
based on charity, love and understanding was achieved. 

Fifteen members of the Committee, which is on a six-day tour 
of Italy, headed by acting chairman Rep. John M: Costello (D., 
Calif.), and accompanied by Myron C. Taylor, President Roose- 





velt’s personal representative to+ 


the Vatican, were received by 
the Pope for ten minutes 
in his private study at the Vati- 
can. 

Mr. Taylor introduced Mr. Cos- 
tello to the Pope and the California 
representative introduced the other 
members of the Committee. The 
Pope sat at his desk when he spoke} 
to the Congressmen Who were seated 
in chairs.in a slight arc in front of 
the Pope’s desk. 

Through Mr. Costello, the Pope 
extended Christmas wishes and 
asked to be ‘remembered to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. The Pope also 
thanked. Mr. Taylor and other 
Americans for what they had done 
to help the people of Italy in their 
sad and tragic lot. 

Speaking for the Committee, Mr. 
Costello said that the Congressmen 
deeply appreciated the honor ex- 
tended to them by the Pope. 

Rep. J. Parnell Thomas (R., 
N. J.), ranking minority member 
of the touring committee, expressed 
his pleasure at finding the Pope so 
human and his welcome so warm. 
He told His Holiness that he could 
£0 back to the United States and 
tell the American people of the 


"warm and human friend” that 
they have in the Pope. 
Rep. Clare Boothe Luce (R., 


(Continued on page 8) 





Touring Congressmen 
Pay Visit To Rifle Range 


ROME, Dec. 15—The M-1 rifle 
has no terrors for at least three 
members of the House Military Af- 
fairs Committee now touring Italy. 

During an inspection of a re- 
placement’ depot in the Rome area 
this afternoon, Rep. Clare Boothe 





Luce (R., Conn.), Rep. John J. 
Sparkman (D., Ala.). and Rep. 
Paul J. Kilday (D., Texas) all 


fired the rifle. Mrs. Luce in ad- 
dition took a few shots at the 





bulls-eye with a carbine 
(The scores were not announced). 


Finland Reported Ready 
To Pay Debt ‘To U. 3. 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 15 (AP)— 
War-bruised Finland is reported 
willing to pay another semi-annual 
installment on her World War I 
debt to the United States tomor- 
row, but it seemed doubtful that 
the United States would acvept the 
money at this time. 

Since June 15, when Finland paid 
her last installment, this country 
has broken diplomatic relations 
with the Finns. Since this presents 
a foreign policy matter, either the 
White House or the State Depart- 
ment will make the decision. 

Finland still owes the United 
States about 9,000,000 dollars on 
her World War I debt. 





Red Army Snapping 
Trap On Thousands 


MOSCOW, Dec. 15 (UP)—Soviet 
troops drove today to within five 
miles of closing their trap on thou- 
sands of enemy troops in the Bukk 
Mountains mining area, 75 miles 
northeast of Budapest. 

The Soviet High Command re- 
mained silent on the progress of 
the Budapest battle, but front re- 
ports said that massed forces of 
Soviet tanks, artillery and infantry 
had increased their pressure around 
two-thirds of the encircled city. 

The “<Nazi-controlled Budapest 
radio today urged the Hungarians 
to make their shelled and burning 
capital another Stalingrad, while 
the Berlin radio said the Soviets 
had thrown 70 infantry divisions, 
15 motorized divisions and 15 Ru- 
manian divisions into the battle 
along the 200-mile front in Hungary 
from the southern borders of east- 
ern Slovakia to within 43 miles of 
Austria. 

The Soviets announced gains 
along the 50-mile front in the Mis- 
kolc area, 81 miles northeast of 
Budapest and 15 miles northwest of 
Miskolec. At the same time Marshal 
Rodion Malinovsky’s 2nd Ukrainian 
Army pushed three miles through 
the Savo River Valley and captured 
the railroad station of Vadna, nine 
miles from the Czechoslovak fron- 
tier. e 
The advance carried the Red 


(Continued on page 8) 








Churchill Okays Soviet 


Plan For Polish Border 





LONDON, Dec. 15—In what the 
Associated Press termed one of the 
most significant speeches of the 
war. Prime Minister Churchill to- 
day virtually threw overboard Pol- 
and’s present exiled Government, 
backed Russie’s claim for a new 
western frontier and drew a new 
map for central Europe in which a 
defeated Germany would sacrifice 
vast tracts of its northern and 
western territories. 

Declaring that former Polish 
Prime ‘Minister and Peasant party 
leader '’Mikolajezyk and his friends 
remain the only light that burns 
for Poland in the immediate fut- 
ure,” Mr. stated that he 
and his colleagues Were more quali- 
fied to fill the place of the late 
General Sikorski than any other of 
the Polish leaders. 








Mikolajezyk, he said, was forced 
to resign because of the "obstinate, 
inflexible resistance of his London 
colleagues,” against any settlement 
of the burning border settlement 
question. But he hoped that Miko- 
lajezyk would soon return to Mos- 
cow to attempt to form a Polish 
Government on Polish soil, "recog- 
nized by the great powers and in- 
deed by all those governments of 
the United Nations which now rec- 
ognize the Polish Government in 
London.” 

Mr. Churchill told the tense 
House that if Poland gave up the 
territories claimed by the viet 
Union, she would gain in the north 
all of East Prussia south and west 
to Koenigsberg, including Danzig 

(Continued on page 8) 


Nearing 


7th Army Fighting 
On German Soil: 


Karlsruhe 





SHAEF, Dec. 15—The 7th U. 
3rd—fighting inside Germany. 


S. Army has crossed the German 


frontier, joining three other American armies—the ist, 9th and 


Driving ahead eight more miles in the northeast corner -of 
France, the 7th advanced to within half a mile of the Rhine 
River border and less than seven miles from the Nazi stronghold 
city: of Karlsruhe and 35 miles from Mannheim and Ludwig- 





Senafe Group OKs 
State Dept. Aides 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 15 — The 
Senate Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee, completing action-packed hear- 
ings which have kept State Depart- 
ment business virtually at a stand- 
still for the past few days, formally 
approved today the six appointees 
of Secretary of State Edward R. 
Stettinius, Jr. 

The Committee passed favorably 
upon five of the appointees without 
much opposition, although all were 
questioned closely. Over Archibald 
MacLeish, however, there was a 
fight, and his nomination as As- 
sistant Secretary was approved only 
by the narrowest of margins. 

The names of the six now go to 
the Senate, which is expected to act 
quickly. Committee approval usu- 
ally guarantees Senate confirma- 
tion. However, the Senate a few 
days ago refused to pass the six 
men without more consideration by 
the Foreign Relations Committee 
and, flaunting the President and 
the new Secretary of State, tossed 
them back to the Committee for a 
formal heariug. Some news analysts 
felt, therefore, that the Senate 
might ehallenge the MacLeish nom- 
ination this time. 

The vote on MacLeish, poet and 
Librarian of Congress, was dead- 
locked at 10 to 10 within the Com- 
mittee on the first poll. Then Sena- 
tor Joseph F. Guffey (D., Pa.), re- 
quested that his vote be changed 
in favor of MacLeish. Before this 
could be recorded, however, he 
withdrew that request, and all was 
deadlocked again. 

A tie vote would have meant that 
MacLeish’s name would go to the 
Senate floor with an adverse re- 
port. The tie was broken only at 
the very last moment when Sen. 
Tom Connally ("., Texas), Com- 
mittee Chairman, announced that 
hte had received a proxy vote 1rom 
Sen. Robert Wagner (D., N. Y.), 
favoring MacLeish. 

The other nominees are headed 


(Continued on page 2) ™ 


WD Weighs More 
Tribute For Medics 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 15 (ANS)— 
The War Department is studying 
a possible additional recognition for 
Medical Corps enlisted personnel 
serving with combat units, compar- 
able to the combat insignia and 
extra pay for infantrymen, Secre- 
tary of War Henry L. Stimson an- 
nounced yesterday. 

Meanwhile, in Congress, it was 
proposed that holders of Army’s 
Medical Corps Valor Badge be paid 
ten dollars more monthly. The bill 
was introduced yesterday by Rep. 
Frances P. Bolton (R., Ohio). 
Stimson said that the recognition, 
however, would have to be such 
that it would not impair the non- 
combat status of ’*medics” under the 
Geneva Convention. He indicated 
that it was not feasible to make 
them eligible for combat infantry- 
men’s insignia and pay, such as is 
extended to Service Forces person- 
nel serving with combat units. 

The Secretary said that the posi- 
tion of the medics from a stand- 
point of pay was not unfavorable 
hecause there is a larger Ope pri ns 
of technical ratings recei 








.——— 
pay in medical units than ordi- 
nary combat units. 


+shafen, the great industrial 
cities of the Rhineland. 

The crossing of the border 
came a little more than a month 
after the 7th Army smashed 
through the Vosges Line, culminat- 
ing an 80-mile drive. 

At the same time, the U. S. Ist 
and 9th Armies, fighting in the 
snow on the approaches to the 
Cologne plain, have driven to the 
Roer along a solid 15-mile river 
front, while the U. S. 3rd Army 
continued to force the Saar 
River against fierce resistance at 
several more places inside the Reich. 

Karlsruhe, across the Rhine, is 
within easy range of 7th Army 
medium art llery from advance po- 
sitions in the area of the French 
Alsatian towns of Scheibenhard 
and Lauterbourg. 

The Germans tried to stem the 
American tide by rushing reinforce- 
ments across the Rhine farther 
south in the Colmar area, in an at- 
tempt to divert American pressure 
away from Karlsruhe, front-line 
dispatches reported. The Nazis vio- 
lently attacked and won some 
ground overlooking two highways 
running from Ribeauville and Mul- 
house to the interior of France. 

German resistance continued 
strong on the Alsace plain south of 
Strasbourg and Allied troops were 
hampered by minefields and flooded 
areas. The Nazis here, too, moved 
up more heavy artillery from the 
eastern banks of the Rhine in an 
attempt to keep open the escape 
corridor for their troops still in the 
Vosges. 

The Nazis are using a new kind 


(Continued on page 8) 


New Wedge Driven 
In Faenza Vicinity 


ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 15—Pile- 
driving Canadian infantry and ear- 
mor drove another wedge into the 
German defenses. northeast . of 
Faenza yesterday when they crossed 
the steeply-banked Canale Naviglio 
one mile northeast of Bagnacavallo 
against fierce opposition. 

Thrusting on from their newly- 
won bridgehead over the Canale 
Vecchio O Cantrigo, the Canadians 
crossed the water barrier on a one- 
mile front to chalk up their fourth 
consecutive bridgehead operation 
in less than a week. The Canadian 
salient over the Lamone River is 
now ten miles wide and two and a 
half miles decp at the farthest point 
across the Canale Naviglio. 

Despite strong enemy artillery 
fire, 8th Army sappers and infan- 
try rapidly constructed a ford 
across the canal, enabling Canad- 
ian tanks, antitank guns and in- 
fantry reinforcements to cross over 
and strengthen the bridgehead. 

Field Marshal Albert Kesselring’s 
Special Guard Battalion, all picked 
men from other divisions in Italy, 
was rushed up to reinforce this 
sector, where the 8th Army’s thrust 
threatens to unhinge the whole 
German mountain line in northern 
Italy. 

In addition, the German High 
Command has rushed up infantry 
from the twice-destroyed 98th Di- 
vision, which fought at Stalingrad, 
in an attempt to halt the all-out 
Canadian thrust. The 98th was 
speedily switched from the area 
southeast of Bologna to the La- 
mone front when the possibility of 
a dangerous 8th Army breakthrough 
around Faenza became imminent. 

Thebe new reinforcements. sup- 


(Continued on page 2) 
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in scattered heaps at the principal crossroads of a Belgian city. This photo was‘made a few 
minutes after the flying bomb had hurtled into the square. 
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Senate Group OKs 
State Dept. Aides 


(Continued from page 1) 
by Joseph C. Grew for Undersecre- 
tary, with the following four as 


Assistant Secretaries: W. L. Clay-/| war 


ton, Nelson Rockefeller, James C. 
Dunn and Brig. Gen. Julius Holmes. 

For nearly 24 hours the vote on 
the appointees was held up by a 
mysterious lost document purported 
dealing with the 1937 Spanish Civil 
War, Army News Service reported. 
Senator Guffey requested a delay 
while he searched the State De- 
partment for the document, which 
he claimed was forwarded at the 
time of the Spanish war by Claude 
G. Bowers, then Ambassador to 
Spain. He wanted it to use as a 
basis of questioning Dunn. 

One interesting flurry occurred 
when Sen. Bennett C. Clark (D., 
Mo.), questioned MacLeish on some 
of his past writing, particularly in 
1934 in a~book containing a passage 
which Clark said described the 
American capitalist as the embodi- 
ment of "all the attributes of hate- 

ess.” 

MacLeish said that gy 
passage did not represent his own 
views of the American capitalist, 
} his word picture of the "stock 


that Communist writers of j 


the ’30s set up to attack.” 

Clark then read some of Mac- 
Leish’s poetry and said that he was 
unable to understand it. Commented 
MacLeish: "Others have had the 
same trouble.” 

The public hearings ended with 
Stettinius assuring Sen. Albert B. 
Chandler (D., Ky.) that the State 
Departmerit "stands on its own two 
feet” in diplomatic relationships 
throughout the world. 

Meanwhile, the Senate today con- 
firmed the nomination of Norman 
Armour as Ambassador to Spain to 
succeed Carlton J. Hayes. 

The Senate and-the State De- 
partment also informally discussed 
a@ controversy stirrsd on both sides 
of the Atlantic over a statement by 
Ernest Bevin, Britis Minister of 
Labor, implying that some inter- 
national agreement has already 
been reached on spheres of influ- 
ence in the Balkans. Responsible 
sources denied that President 
Roosevelt had approved any Brit- 
ish-Russian agreement dividing up 
political interests in the Balkans 


Stalingrad Commander Tells 


Germans To End Their Fight 





MOSCOW, Dec. 15—Field Marshal Friednich von Paulus, who 
was captured with his entire army at Stalingrad, last night ap- 
pealed to the German Army to overthrow the Nazis and end the 


Speaking in the name of 50 captured German generals over 


the Moscow radio, the former 6th German Army commander said: 
"The hour of collapse under the crushing weight of the united 
enemies is coming nearer. It was Adolf Hitler who brought us into 


this position. He cheated our 
people with national and social 
promises. It was solely by means 
of tremendous rearmament that the 
eliminated unemployment. We at 
home, however, believed it a gen- 
eral economic boom 

"We put up with the cruelties 
then committed against our own 
people, with the elimination of law 
and justice, with the arrogance of 
the rty bosses, the fight against 
religion, the corruption among the 
labor authorities . . . Hitler has 
broken every single treaty con- 
tracted with another state. On 
Hitler’s orders, Himmler’s hangmen 
have perpetrated inhuman cruelties 
in occupied countries. 

"This policy of disregard of treat- 
ies and of blatant disregard of in- 
ternational law finally united all 
nations of the world against Ger- 
many ... Defeat has followed de- 
feat since Stalingrad. The war is 
ost .. . The suicidal continuation 
of a war which has become sense- 
less only serves the preservation of 
Hitler and his party authorities. 

"Our nation must not perish, and 
that: is why the war must be stop- 
ped at once. True, our Fatherland 
will be occupied, but the senseless 
dying on the fronts and in the 
homeland will cease ... Only those 
will be tried who have been guilty 
of crimes against civilization and 
hwuman decency.” 


New Fleet HQ 


PEARL HARBOR, Dec. 15—Ad- 
miral Chester W. Nimitz, Pacific 
Fleet commander, announced today 
he would soon establish his Fleet 
advanced headquarters in a for- 
ward area, which he did not iden- 
tify, the Associated Press reported. 
An Australian radio broadcast re- 
cently said the new site would be 
Guam, it was pointed out. Admiral 
Nimitz added that his main head- 
quarters would still be at Pear) 








Harbor. 





U. S., Britain Laud 
New Italian Cabinet 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 15 — The 
State Department announced last. 
night officially that it was pleased 
with the new Italian government. 
The British Foreign Office also ex- 
pressed satisfaction. 

The State Department statement 
follows: 

"The U. S. and the British. Am- 
bassadors in Rome have been in 
close contact du the recent de- 
velopments in Italy. Ambassador 
Alexander C. Kirk has kept the 
Department well informed. He re- 
~ that the new gove ent of 
taly is supported by a m: ty of 
the political parties pe the 
Committee of National Liberation, 
and thus maintaining a representa- 
tive character. This government is 
in accord .with the British govern- 
raent, and is happy to see the new 
Italian government under Signor 
Ivanoe Bonomi take office.” 

The British statement also spoke 
of agreement between the United 
States and Britain and welcomed 
“the representative character of the 
new government,” adding that Brit- 
ain was "glad to see it in office.” 

Meanwhile, the British Embassy 
announced today, according to the 
United Press, that State Minister 
Richard Law and a party of British 
experts were coming here to discuss 
questions of supplies for liberated 
territories in northwest Europe and 
the Mediterfanean area. 


Yanks Get Wade 


NEW YORK, Dec. f5 (ANS)—The 
Yankees have traded pitcher 
Johnny Johnson to the White Sox 
for southpaw Jake Wade in a 





straight player deal. 











Lunatics’ Black Hole 
Dug Up In Holland 


WITH BRITISH FORCES IN 
HOLLAND, Dec. 15 (AP)—The 
“black hole of Waansum” — a 
dark, unsanitary, damp basement 
where holy brothers and civilians 
cared for 172 miserable lunatics 
—has been uncovered by British 
troops. 

Civil affairs officers are at- 
tempting to patch up the damaged 
asylum. They have provided . 
blankets and fuel for the unfor- 
tunates who went underground 
to escape the ravages of war. . 

German troops are said to have 
refused to move asylum materials, 
and to have carted away their 
clothes and blankets so they could 
not escape. They have been there 


inmates moved to the basement. 
There have been no violent cases, 
but 97 of them were bedridden. 


No Big 3 Meet Seen 
Prior To February 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 15 (AP)— 
There will be no Roosevelt-Church- 
ill-Stalin conference before the 
end of January. 

Contrasting sharply with London 
talk of an imminent meeting, 
February is probably the earliest 
that the United Nations big three 
can assemble. That is the judgment, 
not only of State Department and 
British officials in Washington, 
but also of a high official who 
would have a hand in the advance 
arrangements. 

These are the facts: President 
Rooseyelt has arranged his cus- 
tomary Christmas Eve broadcast. 
He must submit his annual and 
budget messages to Congress the 
first Week of January. He must be 
on hand Jan. 20 for his inaugura- 
tion. 

Although unlikely, another meet 
ing between Mr. Churchill and Mr. 
Roosevelt before that i¢ not pre- 
cluded. It is recalled that Mr. 
Churchill spent Christmas in»1940 
in this country. Enough purely 
Anglo-American areas of dis- 
agreement have developed since the 
two met in September to justify 
their hoping for solutions in their 
Christmas stockings. 

Yet there are factors operating 
against another meeting of the two. 
They would not want to give Rus- 
sia the impression that they are 
lining up plans and opinions in ad- 
vance of the conference. Lesser fi- 
gures are already working to 
smooth out the edges of Anglo- 
American relations. 

Problems ripe for discussion by 
the big, three include arrangements 
for the control of Germany after 
the war, who shall govern a freed 
Poland and what will be done if 








Carrier-Based Yank 
Planes Bag 91 Nip 
Aircraft On Luzon 


LEYTE, Philippines, Dec. 15 
Carrier - based American planes, 
ranging over almost 100 Japanese 
airfields on Luzon Island, have de- 
livered a series of damaging blows 
in the past few days, destroying 
91 enemy planes, the Pacific Fleet 
announced today. 

Carrying bombs and rockets, the 
naval aircraft struck at harbors 
and airfields in the Manila region. 
They caught 71 planes on the 

, and set two Japanese de- 
stroyers afire, a. large cargo vessel 
and two oil tankers. 

erial combats over the Philip- 
P have cost the enemy 33 planes 
to every one American, the Army 
News Service reported, quoting Lt. 
Gen. George C. Kenney, chief of 
the Far Eastern Air Forces. 

General Kenney d tribute to 
the 49th Fighter Group, believed 
on Leyte to be one of the hottest air 
units in the history of aerial war- 
fare, the United Press commented. 

Yank success was attributed to 
superior pilot training, plane super- 
iority in firepower and armor and 
more skillful use of available air 
power. The Jap pilots, it was said, 
seem unable to react quickly in a 
jam. American planes are better 
armored, less likely to catch fire 
and sturdy enough to return nearly 
always even with one motor shot 
out. ° 
' Ground fighting on Leyte Island, 
hampered considerably by heavy 
rains, was slowing today after the 
week of steady progress by the 77th 
and 7th in the rear of the Yama- 
shita line at Ormoc. The Japanese, 
retreating from Ormoc, were dig- 
ging in about a mile above that port 
city. 


British Labor Body 
Ends Annual Parley 


LONDON, Dec. 15—The British 
Labor party closed its annual con- 
ference today with discussions on 
India and on a new approach to 
education and agriculture in Brit- 
ain, the BBC said. . 

Among agricultural reforms pro- 
posed were a plan to resettle former 
service men on the land with better 
prospects than they had after the 
last war. Democratic controls of 
the land were also urged. BBC said. 

Inequalities in the British educa- 
tional system were attacked by 
speakers at the conference, The 
limited opportunities for many boys 
and girls for advanced schooling 
were deplored, as was the practice 
of allowing children under 12 to 
work after school hours in some 
parts of Britain. 

BBC said the debate on India 








barton Oaks becomes an aggressor. 


one of the great powers of Dum-| 


was brief. . 











ported by Tiger and Panther tank 
formations, struck back viciously 
at the Canadian bridgehead over 
the Canale Naviglio. In_ bitter, 
close-in fighting; Canadian troops 
were forced back to a road 300 yards 
west of the canal, where they held 
their ground and took about 70 
prisoners. Approximately 500 pris- 
oners have been taken since the 
Canadians first thrust over the La- 
mone early in the week. 

On the right flank of the 5th 
Army front, mopping up operations 
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- NEW WEDGES ABOVE FAENZA 


(Continued from page 1) 





of Tossignano and Borgo Tossig- 
nano, where an enemy counterat- 
tack was beaten off. 

Other 5th Army British troops, 
attacking in the vicinity of M. 
Maggiore, 15 miles southeast of 
Bologna, ran into a stone wall of 
enemy infantry, machine gun and 
mortar fire. 

The Germans persisted during 
the day in their attacks near M. 
Cerere, 11 miles southeast of Bo- 
logna, and failed again in their 
attempt to erase the Allied bulge 
which has thrust to within four 
miles of the vital Highway 9. 


Athens Talks Foreshadow 
Solution To Greek Crisis 


LONDON, Dec. 15—The battle of 
Athens is raging again with full 
force after a short lu) during which 
it had been hoped that an armistice 
could be arranged. 

Meanwhile, a late dispatch to 
BBC tonight said that "important 

ions” were being held in the 
Greek capital today between Brit- 
ish military and diplomatic repre- 
sentatives and Greek officials, 1"- 
cluding 85-year-old Liberal leader 
Themistocles Sophoulis, who te | 
recently asked by the parties 0 
the left to form a new government 
of national union, in which 4! 
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Stimson Says Drive 
In West Stops Nazis 
From Getting Breath 


By Army News Service 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 15—Secre- 
tary of War Henry L. Stimson said 
today that the current Allied of- 
fensive in Germany is placing a 
terrific strain on the Nazis, de- 
priving them of an e ted winter 
breathing spell and preventing 
completion of last-ditch mobiliza- 
tion plans. 

Stimson revealed that Supreme 
Headquarters estimated the Ger- 
mans had suffered 152,000 casual- 
ties between Nov. 8 and Nov. 30, an 
average of almost 7,000 a day. 

United States casualties in all 
theaters through Nov. 28, he said, 
have reached 483,957, including 
92,135 killed; 272,351 wounded; 
62.786 missing, and 56,658 prisoners. 

This was an increase of 9,059 cas- 
ualties over the figures announced 
a week ago through Nov. 22. 

Stimson’s figures raised the over- 
all U. S. casualties in World War IT 
to 562,468, since the Navy has re- 
ported casualties of 78,511 through 
Dec. 13. 

NAVY’S PORTION 

The. Navy totals Include 30,029 
dead; 34,503 wounded; 9,493 miss- 
ing, and 4,486 prisoners. 

Stimson said that of 272,350 
Army wounded, 126,592 have re- 
turned to .duty. He also revealed 
that U. S. ground force casualties 
in Italy from the original landings 
at Salerno in 1943 through Dec. 9 
were 98,366, including 18,898 killed, 
67,194 wounded and 12,274 missing. 

A number of German divisions 
have been badly mauled on the 
western front, Stimson said. 

"German supplies, industry and 
transportation are likewise 
strained, even as our air forces 
every day add to the enemy’s prob- 
lems in production and traffic 
movements,” he . 

Stimson said the War Depart- 
ment does not contemplate any 
request for lowering the 
Selective Service age from 18. 


JAPS EVACUATE 


In the Pacific, Stimson said that 
Super Fortress attacks on Tokyo 
and other key industrial centers, 
while "just beginning,” have already 
forced partial evacuation. While 
he did not anticipate any slacken- 
ing of Japanese production as a 
result of evacuation, the Secretary 
of War pointed out that "any dis- 
ruption of Japan’s economic and 
social system is an advantage to us 
and a personal demonstration to 
the Japanese people of the blunders 
of their war lords.” 

News from China this week was 
"more heartening,” the Secretary 
declared, emphasizing that by forc- 
ing the Japanese back in Kwangsi 
Province, the threat of Chinese 
connections with the Burma Road 
has been at least “temporarily 
halted.” 

Japanese air tate has been 
Strong in the Philippines area, he 
said, and added that American con- 
voys had suffered damage and cas- 
ualties, but “the destruction 
wrought by our planes, both Army 
and Navy, and by torpedo boats 
has much more than offset our 
own losses.” Since the Leyte land- 
ings, U. S. forces have destroyed 
nine enemy convoys, sinking at 
least 39 transports and 28 warships. 
More than 30,000 enemy troops were 
lost as the result of these actions, 
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bought for them at home. 


Shot Of Penicillin X 











CHICAGO, Dec. 15 (ANS) — A 
single injection of penicillin X, new 
vafiety of the drug, has cured gon- 


physicans announced today. This 


of agranulocytosis 
white blood cells), prevention of 
Ppus-producing infections following 
surgical removal of lung and a new 
solutien which. increases concentra- 
tion of penicillin in blood. 

One. shot of penicillin X treat- 
ment parallels the recent report 
on the cure of gonorrhea with a 
single injection of regular penicillin 
mixed with beeswax in peanut oil 
which made the drug last longer. 
Penicillin X, also called Factor 
X or allopenicillin, was méte ef- 
fective .than - regular penicillin. 
Penicillin X cured 94 percent of 
68 treated, while a single shot of 
penicillin cured only 37 
of 58 cases or 64 percent. 

Three of the patients not cured 
with regular penicillin were cured 
by a subsequent single injection 
of penicillin X The experiment 
was reported by four Washington, 
D. C., men—Henry Welch, Ph. D.; 
Lawrence E. Putnam, MD; William 
A, Randall, Ph. D., and Robert P. 
Herwick, MD. 

The new method of mixing pen- 
icillin solutions makes use of para- 
aminohipurri acid compound, 
which ordinarily increases the kid- 
ney’s rate of elimination, but when 
mixed with penicillin acid greatly 
retards kidney action, and there- 
fore slows up penicillin elimination. 


New Buildings Planned 
Near Rockefeller Center 


se 


NEW YORK, Dec. 15 (ANS)—The 
Herald Tribune says a group of 
new skyscrapers extending Rocke- 
feller Center an entire block to the 
north will be constructed as soon 
as war restrictions ease, at a cost of 
50 to 100 million dollars. 

The newspaper added that the 
buildings would conform architec- 
turally to other massive structures 
now in the Center, and would be- 
come the new headquarters for the 
Standard Oil Company of New Jer- 


Cure For Gonorrhea} 


orrhea in 64 out.of 68 patients,|* 


was disclosed in the Journal of!’ 
the American Medical Association] - 
which also reported other penicillin] >»: 
successes—the cure of two cases}. 2s 
(absence of|*™ 


Shortages being what they are in New York's meat and 


JUST LIKE 


ee 








poultry line, some 25,000 pounds of 

bufialo meat arrived in the city’s markets recently where it will take the place of turkey on 

the holiday menu. This shipment, which is te be sold point free, was received from Mon- 

tana. It will be delivered te retail shops as soon as it is dressed. Here Sam Castelli, veteran 

butcher, is pictured with one of the huge animals which weighs more than 700 pounds. Sam 
says prospects of New Yorkers enjoying buffalo gre very bright. 





With Battle 


LOS ANGELES, Dec. 15—Attor- 
neys squared off today for a new 
battle of blood tests as a prelimi- 
nary to picking the jury for the 
Charlie Chaplin paternity trial. 
The defense got in the opening 
licks late yesterday, despite such 
noisy coos and squeais from the 
red-haired toddler whom the com- 
edian is accused cf fathering. that 
the grandmother had to carry her 
from the courtroom. 

Neither the 55-year-old film vet- 
eran, nor Joan Barry, 24, mother 
of the 14-months-old Carol Ann 
was present for yesterday's starting 
skirmish. 

Last April Chaplin was acquitted 
of a federal Mann Act indictment 
alleging he transported Joan, a 
former protege, to and from New 
York for immoral purposes. In the 
present civil action she seeks to 
have Chaplin declared the father 
of Carol Ann. 


TEST ONCE AGAIN 
A new blood-test battle was in- 
itiated by defense attorney Charles 
Millikan just as the jury-picking 
was about to start. Earlier he had 
been denied a motion for continu- 
ance and had offered an affidavit 
indicating the defense contention 
that "Joan Barry had sexual inter- 
course with a man or with men 








he stated. 


sey. 


cther than” Chaplin. Millikan made 








Solons Hit Up Selves For More Dough 








WASHINGTON, Dec. 15 (ANS) 
-—Do you think your Congressman 
Should get more dough? 

He won’t say much about it. He's 
afraid you’d get mad at him. His 
raise would come from your money, 
but he hasn’t had a raise in 19 
years. Senators and Representa- 
tives get the same salary — 10,000 
dollars yearly. The only way they 
can get more money is to vote it 
for themselves. 

They raised themselves from 5,000 
dollars to 7,500 dollars in 1907, 
Waited 18 years and in 1925 boosted 
their pay to 10,000 dollars, Now 
they’re murmoring again. 

Some labor officials here, favor- 
ing a raise for Congressmen, said, 

If they don’t get an increase, Con- 


gress will turn into e rich man’s} is 


club, After a while none but the 
Tich will be able to afford to be a 
Congressman at 10,000 dollars a 
year and will the rich be friendly 
to labor?” The CIO executive com- 
mittee may take a stand on this 
When it meets early next year. 

Rep. Carl Vinson (D., Ga.) made 





a long speech in Congress this week, 
urging that Congressmen’s salaries 
be raised to 15,000 dollars. He 
pointed out: 

ws ngressman married~ but 
without children in 1925 paid only 
220 dollars in federal income taxes 
on 10,000 dollars. Now he pays 2,500 
dollars and since 1939 he’s been 
subject to state income taxes, Back 
in 1925 and for years afterward, 
Congress had. short sessions but 
now—although this is due to the 
war—sessions are almost continu- 
ous. This means that Congressmen 
have to keep two homes—one here 
and one where he came from. 

"In order to remain in Congress 
@ representative has to campaign 
every two years, Sometimes, this 

very expensive. Living costs are 
far higher than they were in 1925 
or even 1941.” 

A Congressman who asked that 
his name not be used gave this side: 

"My telephone bill last month— 
long distance to people back home 
because of things that needed 
ing fast—cost 75 dollars. I have to 


eo 


do-| workers draw 





pay that. People from home expect 
to be taken to lunch that often 
costs me four or five dollars or they 
expect to be entertained. That 
costs money. I have a house here 
so entertaining costs less than if I 
lived at a hotel. I have to do enter- 
taining for people right here in 
Washington, The more friends and 
contacts I make the better I can 
get things done, but all these ex- 


penses are out of my pocket.” 


Senators and Representatives are 
allowed certain sums—if not used 
the money must be turned back to 
the government—for clerical help 
in their offices, All resentatives 
are limited to 6,500 dollars for this 
purpose: Allowances to Senators 
range from 15,420 dollars to 19,420 
dollars depending upon the size of 
their state’s population. 

Some Congressmen can thus 
boost their income by putting their 
wife, daughter or other close rela- 
tive in a job in their office. In no 
case can any one of the clerical 
more than 4,500 
dolle*s. 





Chaplin Civil Case Tees Off 


By Army News Service 


Of Blood Tests 


a motion for the court to "hear and 
determine a special defense.” This. 
he added, was that the "parties had 
entered into an agreement on the 
basis of which the plaintiff is 
barred from further prosecution of 
the case.” 

Up jumped Joan’s white-hatred, 
black-browed lawyer, veteran Jo- 
senh Scott, with the demand as to 
whether Millikan proposed to "try 
to bring up all over again” the 
blocd-test stipulation. 


OLD-TIME AGREEMENT 


This was an agreement made 
several months ago by both sides 
that the case should be dropped 
if such tests indicated Chaplin were 
not the father. Such a conclusion 
was reported by three physicians 
who tested Chaplin's and the in- 
fant’s blocd, but. Superior Judge 
Stanley Mosk denied dismissal at 
the time because he was not con- 
vinced. 

The District Court of Appeals 
refused to interfere with Judge 
Mosk’s action. Scott exclaimed that 
the agreement, made before he en- 
tered the case and before Carol 
Ann was born, was "cockeyed and 
unreasonable and an outrage to 
the court.” 

By the terms he declared "Chap- 
lin could not lose and the .baby 
could not win.” 

Superior Judge Henry M. Willls, 
assigned to the paternity case, yes- 
terday said he could not take cog- 
nizance of the appellate court's 
action ami ordered arguments on 
the defense move today. 

After the suit was filed a year 
ago last June asking 10,000 dcllars 
for medical care, 2,500 dollars 
monthly support for the baby and 
5,000 dollars attorneys and court 
fees, Chaplin denied paternity, out 
agreed to pay 15,800 dollars ior 
birth expenses. Pending blood tests 
last June, he agreed to pay an un- 
disclosed monthly sum for Carol 
Ann’s support. 


GRANDMA'S BABY 
The baby sat on the lap of Miss 
Barry's mother, Mrs. Gertrude 
Barry, in the front row of specta- 
tors. 


Soon after the case was called, 
Defense Attorney Millikan made a 
motion, which was soon denied, 
for a 45 to 60 days continuance. He 
said he had subpoenaed an "im- 
portant and vital witness,” film 
writer Hans Ruesch, but that 
Ruesch had declined to return from 
New York. 

Millikan offered in support of the 
motion an affidavit asserting that 
on various occasions Joan had oc- 
cupied Ruesch’s apartment, and 
that sometimes he did not remain 
use “she interfered with 


his} by law—is 


Solons Smoke Out | 
‘Sad Cigarette Facts 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 15 — The 
Senate Investigating Committee 
puffed doggedly away at the cig- 
arette shortage today, smoking out 
a cloud of discouraging statistics. 

Testimony indicated, United 
Press reported, that regardless of 
the current shortage growers will 
increase their tobacco acreage only 
seven percent in the coming year. 
This, despite the fact that manu- 
facturers say they can increase 
their producticn by 25 percent if 
only they can get the tobacco. 

Under questioning by the Sena- 
tors, it was brought out by Ad- 
ministration testimony that tobacco 
growers have been paid for not 
growing the weed in recent years. 

Which caused Sen. Homer Fergu- 
son (R., Mich.), to moan: "And so 
the people’s money has been paid 
out to farmers for not growing to- 
bacco and now the same people 
can’t get any cigarettes.” 

The parade of Army and indus- 
try witnesses disclosed no skull- 
duggery,- Army News Service re- 
ported. Generally the shortage was 
attributed to increased shipments 
to troops overseas, to ‘a 15 percent 
increase in civilian demands and to 
hoarding. 

With the Army planning to buy 
in even heavier quantities next 
year, prospects are for even fewer 
cigarettes as the war goes on, the 
committee heard. 

The committee had under con- 
sideration three prospects for im- 
proving the situation: 

1. Possible classification of the 
industry as an essential one en- 
titled ta a bigger manpower share. 

2. A War Food Administration 
order calling for greater production 
of long leaf tobacco. 

3. An Office of Price Administra- 
tion revision of wholesale price 
regulations permitting better dis- 
tribution of available stocks. 


Super Rank Measure 
Wins Senate's Approval 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 15 — The 
U. S. Senate yesterday passed and 
sent to President Roosevelt for his 
approval a bill to create four five- 
star "Generals of the Army,” and 
four five-star "Admirals of the 
Fleet.” 

The legislation is designed to put 
U. S. officers on an equal footing 
with Field Marshals and compar- 
able Allied ana foreign officers. 

General John J. Pe i a. a 
Commander in World War I, would 
continue to be America’s top-rank- 

officer, because his rank as 
"General of the Armies”—conferred 
above the proposed 








sleep and work.” 


"General of the Army.” 
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| APOs; Your 
Mail's Comin’ 
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Puptent. Poets 





The Rain 


I rest in peace until the rain comes, 

Then I remember. 

The sky is dark and frowns its 
warning; 

Too soon it is done. 

There is the chill of wind, 

And man’s expectancy, 

The obedient resignment to the 
rain. 

Their look is supplicating to clouds 


that groan 

With carried wet. Ignoring suppli- 
cation, 

Releasing heavily its kidney of 
storm, 

It’s bowel of hail— 

be a and pound and damply 


The earth, and all it holds. 

The hard, unanimate, unknowing 
ground, = 

Grows soggy and finds life, 

And gushes about with squishy 
fingers 

Seeking shoes and grasping legs. 

The hungry mouth of mud sucks 


on, - 

Resisting the “forward” of march- 
ing men— 

Plastering, dragging them to earth 
again. 

Clothing gives no warmth — 

But suddenly accepts the pour, 

And clings to skin as leeches cling, 

And claims their blood of life the 
same. 

The flame of lightning heats not 
hands. 

Fire of guns help not numb hearts. 

a > thunder and cannons 


Revives no spirit, wet and cold— 
— sinks in depression. Moist. . . 
old. 


To eat of mud—to drink of rain. 
—— it. Breath it. Know it. Feel 


Is drenching, spattering pain. 
I find no peace—and want to 


strain 
To shield them from the hell of 
rain. 


(Well I remember!) 

I want to help them. I want to 
save 

The rained u 

To share 
grave. 


m who wetly crave 
th me—my watery 


—Set. S. Colker 


Boredom 
I'm guarding still, 
On this lonely hill. 
Somehow I feel, 
If I could sing 
Aloud, my favorite song, 
Then I'd forget this awful mess 
And rest; 
All the day long. 

—John H. Anderson 


The Tower Watcher 
(At a C-47 landing field in India) 


I sit here on my dusty strip, alone, 
and watch the Carriers of war 
begin their voyage afar. 

It matters not that I am here or 

one, after they are well upon 
heir way; 

For the moment I have done my 
part. 


The™sun across the grey horizon, 
rises, and soon will bake and burn 
me with its glow. 

It matters not that I am here or 
= unless one ship should come 

ping home; 

Looking for the field from whence 
it started. 


All afternoon, it’s here I wait for 
ships that soon should be réturn- 
ing to this field, should they be 


able. 
It matters not that I am here or 
fone, if they have failed to reach 
eir destination; never shall I see 
their gleaming wings. 


The day is fading; all are back, but 
two, and frantically I check the 
lists to see which are not in. 

It matters not that I am here or 
gone, for those have fallen low 
upon the way. 

Another tryst they’ve kept, though 

not with me. 


Tell Me Who Won? 


(On an Air Evacuation Mission, for 

German and American wounded.) 

Two kinds of men we carry here, 
or is it one? 

Two schools of thought they’ve had 
until the battle. 

Yes, through the scalding heat of 
war they’ve passed; 

Both now are charged— 

You say who has won, not I. 


The one had dreams of glory and 
fulfillment, 

A dream of conquest; yes, of blood 
and strife. 

To weld a nation of all Europe was 
made the mission of his life, by 
those who ruled. 

Now here he ‘lies a casualty, and 


captured. 

A weapon dulled and blunted by 
the strife, sy 

But he has gained a freedom from 
oppression, 

A chance to set new goals in free- 
dom’s light. ~ 


= other one, a soldier of our na- 
on, 

Was made to fight to hold just 
what he had. 

A land of liberty was forced to 
send its men to death, for life. 
Now he returns; his spirit only 
shining bright. 

You say who has won, not I. 





—-T-Sgt. Mackley H. Savage 





They Say... 





MILTON BRACKER, New York 
Times. correspondent, reporting 
from Rome on the "Aw, let ’em 
learn English” attitude of Ameri- 
can soldiers toward the Italian 
language: 

"This may be good for a laugh 
the first time you hear it, but 
after that it begins to symbolize 
a basic indifference and contempt 
of too many of our fighting men 
to anything ‘foreign’ around 
them. This despite the fact that 
international cooperation on a 
Scale vaster than ever before pro- 
posed is now the very keystone] 
of our national policy.” 


COASTGUARDSMAN, in a letter|LT. B. S. NIETSCHAFTER, in a 


to 2 Detroiter: 


"Now and then a civilian gives 
me a lift; buys me a drink. When 
I thank them, they usually say, 
*Well it’s the least we can do for 
you fellows in the service. , . ; 





{t’s little comfort to fight for a 
drink, a lift, a glad hand. What 
I want is that the future is free 
of war. I don’t want anyone te 
feel indulgent toward a young 
lad because he may be killed.” 


MAYOR OF Somerville, Mass., 

after polling Somerville GIs on 
their postwar plans in order to 
prepare a homecoming: 
"We can’t prepare plans now. The 
Bill Smith who went away to 
war isn’t coming back that same 
Bill Smith. The only thing cer- 
tain about our postwar planning 
is the uncertainty of it.” 


letter to The New York Times: 

"That the GI thinks only nos- 
talgically of home, with no 
thought for its overdue improve- 
ment, is malicious propaganda in 


THE Cae BRET atone 
air transportation and un- 
usually bad flying weather over the 


first class mail en route to troops, 
5th Army postal officials reported 


Claus will be around on schedule. 

One thing is certain: postal clerks 
from base sections to front-line 
companies are passing all letters 
and packages on to the GIs, just as 
fast as they can get their hands on 
th 


em. 
”Thirty thousand sacks of Christ- 
mas presents were distributed 
throughout the 5th Army the first 
week of December,” announced 
Maj. Carl H. Cundiff of Nevada, 
Mo., 5th Army Postal Officer, 
"and a lot more are on the way.” 


24-Heur Tour... 


At the 5th Army’s Postal Regu- 
lating Section, 45 officers and en- 
listed men have been working in 
shifts around the clock and keeping 
up with the unending flow of mail 
which sometimes totals 40 "six-by- 
six” loads a day to forward APOs. 
Fifteen men have been added to 
the staff to insure against a "bottle- 
neck” through the holiday season, 
Discussing mail problems gener- 
ally, Major Cundiff and his staff 
had these pointers to pass on to 


GIs: 

V-Mail is still their best bet; 
can’t get lost; always goes by air. 
Air mail goes by air—if there’s 
room. Free” mail may go by air, 
ordinarily goes by boat. 

The Stars and Stripes can be 
sent out of the theater now, but 
always requires postage: either first 
class, if sealed in an envelope, or 
third class if rolled in a wrapper. 
Air mail envelopes must have 
air mail postage, cannot be marked 
“Free.” Troops frequently under- 
estimate the weight of letters and 
don’t use enough stamps. 

In this connection, postage due 
is always collected at the other end, 





ereviied one full rate is paid at 
his end. If you put a six cent 
stamp on an air-mail letter requir- 
ing 12 cents, the gal friend pays 
the other six. 

Soldiers may send registered and 
insured mail to the states, and al- 
ways collect if it is lost or damaged. 
However, registered mail must be 
completely sealed and sent at "first 
class” rates. Insured packages must 
be prepared with extra care and 
sent at ’fourth class” rates, which 
vary according to weight and zone. 
All packages, remember, must not 
exceed 70 pounds in weight nor 
100 inches in length plus girth. 


Pack Packages OK... 


Captain Robert L. Green of La- 
mira, Ohio, assistant postal officer, 
thinks the fellows could help their 
own cause a lot by packing fragile 
objects more carefully, and, in par- 
ticular, never sending inflammable 
items. "They can be court mar- 
tialed for that one,” he reminded, 
"but the important thing is that 
in so doing they’re endangering a 
truck load of mail.” 

A couple of tips on censorship: 
tal officers have no authority 
pass on what can and cannot be 
sent out of the theater. That’s a 
G-2 function, and troops can save 
time by going straight to their cen- 
sor. If they’re in doubt about an 
important item, the smart thing to 
do is to wrap and stamp it to go, 
and then send it free as official 
War Department mail to their base 
censor who will mail it on if it’s 
okay. 

Occasionally packages are re- 
ceived that have been opened and 
rifled. All troops are encouraged 
to report such losses immediately 
to their unit APOs. The army postal 
service is conducting a private war 


? limportance to the Allied military 
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Far behind the battle for Germany and eastern France, the 
fight to wipe out the last remnants of the Atlantic Wall goes 
on around six Nazi nests close to France’s west coastal ports. 





JERRY IN THE BAG 





German Pockets Delay 
Rehabilitation In France 





The time is coming when the last 
Nazi will be swept from the land 
of Jeanne D’Arc, but it is quite pos- 
sible that this last Nazi will be put 
out of action within a hundred 
yards of the Atlantic Ocean, not 
within the borders of his home 
Reich. 
For, far behind the Nazi bulges 
slowly being whittled down in Al- 
sace and Lorrairie provinces in 
eastern France, six tenacious Nazi 
pockets are still holding out at 
Saint-Nazaire, Lorient, Nantes, La 
Rochelle, Dunkirk and on _ the 
mouth of the Gironde River. The 
garrisons total between 110,000 and 
130,000 men. 
Yesterday’s statement by the 
French Consultative Assembly, call- 
ing for a speedy elimination of these 
nests by French forces, points up a 
problem which has loomed larger 
in France’s fight to rehabilitate 
herself as it has slowly lessened in 


leaders. 
The Germans plainly intended to 
deny ‘the use of these ports and 
others to Allied shipping as long as 
possible. At Le Havre, Brest, Calais, 
Boulogne and Saint-Malo, planes, 
Allied tanks and troops were used 
which could have _ strengthened 
forces further east. Why the Allies 
left a few of the pockets to French 
mopping-up was hinted at last 
week when it was announced that. 
in addition to Cherbourg and Ant- 
werp, the great Atlantic port of Le 
Havre and the Seine River port of 
Rouen have now been restored for 
Allied shipping. 


PORTS SUFFICE 


The intake of these four major 
ports, with their adjacent road net- 
works, is so great that the Allies 
have signed off the famous "Red 
Ball Highway,” which carried 
500,000 tons of freight in its 81 days 
of operation out of Cherbourg and 
the Allies’ artificial ports. 

The ports still bottled up by the 
Nazis thus now represent more of 
an economic problem for the French 
than a military problem for the 
Allied armies. Imports are not get- 
ting to hungry French people 
through them; and in many other 
ways the economic recovery of the 
country is being stalemated. Soon, 
the French Forces of the Interior, 
which were charged with containing 
the Nazi nests, will begin all-out 
assaults on them. 

Largest of the enemy garrisons 
are at Saint-Nazaire and Lorient, 
once U-boat dens. At each of the 
ports, 30,000 German soldiers, sailors 
and marines are holed up. Farther 
south, by clinging to positions 
around the mouth of the Gironde 
River, a Nazi garrison has managed 
to keep Bordeaux closed. The 
French use of Bordeaux, largest 
port between Lorient and the Span- 
ish coast, would not only help 
France revive, but also facilitate 
supplying of the 6th Army Group, 
now fed only through Marseilles. 





against this rare practice, ana thor- 





its most cynical form.” 


oughly investigates every instance. 


supply problem is one of France’s 
toughest. The Gironde area pro- 
duces pit props for coal mines. Pit 
props cannot be shipped to other 
parts of France by sea from the 
Gironde because of the Nazis—and 
rail transport cannot be used to 
carry the props because there is not 
enough coal to run the trains. To 
close the vicious circle, there is not 
enough coal mainly because of the 
lack of pit props. 
NAZI PRIZE PUZZLE 

How the Germans on the Gironde 
are supplied is a mystery to the 
French. At Lorient, Saint-Nazaire 
and La Rochelle, foraging parties 
have been able to gather produce, 
but that isn’t possible farther south. 
Once, supplies were chuted in, but 
weather and growing Allied air pa- 
trols make this no longer reliable. 

The French think it possible that, 
with or without the knowledge of 
the Spanish government, Germans 
in Spain are running supplies by 
sea along the coast of the Bay of 
Biscay to these beleaguered posi- 


tions. 
Little prospect is seen that the 
Germans be starved out of 


their holes. At Brest, Le Havre, 
Calais, Boulogne and Saint-Malo 
they surrendered only after very 
heavy attacks. It is probable that 
Lorient, Saint-Nazaire, Nantes, La 
Rochelle, the garrison on the Gi- 
ronde, and, farther to the north, 
the pocket at Dunkirk will yet be 
the scenes of bitter battles, as 
French _ forces d themselves to 
sweep the lingering usurpers out of 
their harbors so that the great task 
of rehabilitating France can g0 
ahead that much faster. 


Substitute At Concer 
Proves Genius On Violin 


LONDON, Dec. 15—A 21-year-old 
"boy violinist” from the Middle 
East who had been working for 
two years ata British war factory 
electrified a London concert audi- 
ence last Sunday when he stepped 
in for a well-known violinist who 
could not appear owing to an acci- 
dent. Critics immediately hailed the 
"boy’—Yfrah Neaman of Pales- 
tine—as a prodigy. me 
Neaman, who_ speaks Hebrew, 
French and English, is a pupil © 
Max Rostal, famous violinist wh0 
gave him a chance to appear at the 
concert. Rostal described him 4s 
*my best pupil.” Critics compared 
him to Jascha Heifetz because © 
his “pure, warm tone.” 

When the last bars of Beeths 
oven’s violin concerto had linge! ¢ 
away the concert audience rose he 
its feet to give the hero of the 
afternoon a tremendous ovation he 
which the conductor and the ents : 
orchestra joined. "You will nase 
his name again,” the conducto 





The enemy grip on the Gironde is 
harmful in a unique way. The coal 


said. "Neaman is a true’ discov- 
e hd 
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WAR DANCES AT THE FRONT 








> RENN EA 


Believed to be the first decor- 
ation for gallantry to Basuto- 
land personnel, W-Sgt. M. Ma- 
supha_ receives the British 
Military Medal from Brig. H. 
A. Hounsell of the British 
Army. The award came after 
the African soldier had braved 
an enemy artillery barrage on 
the 5th Army front to rescue 
some of his buddies. Following 
the ceremony, Basutoland 








troops staged a gala native 
celebration. They built a large 
bonfire, perform tribal 
dances, intoned: war chants 
and feasted on barbecued 
goats, all in honor of Sgt. Ma- 
supha. Basutoland is a little- 
known grassland district in 
South Africa under British 
control and lies about 100 
miles inland from the Indian 
Ocean. Its population, accord- 





ing te latest approximate 
figures, is about 500,000. It 
boasts seven jails, and only 
one mile of railroad. Maseru, 
the chief center and adminis- 
trative capital of Basutoland, 
has a population of about’ 
2,500 and, beside its few large 
stores and government offices, 
has one hospital, one bank, 
church, two boarding houses, 
and ”a little red schoolhouse.” 








SOLDIERS AS REPLACEMENTS 





Conversion Of Service Unit Men. 
To Doughboys Is Replacement Job 


(This is the sixth in a series.) 


By Cpl. ED HOGAN 
Staff Correspondent 

Retraining, or conversion as it 
is commonly known, is the applica- 
tion of the War Department prin- 
ciple that maximum use be made 
by the Army of its manpower. Con- 
version, then, is an important func- 
tion of the MTOUSA replacement 
system. 

Because the Army was created 
for no purpose other than to fight, 
it must use its manpower toward 
this end. In the last analysis, every 
able-bodied man who comes into 
the Army is slated to‘fight at or 
near the front. It is only a question 
of time before this premise becomes 
factual. 

When the Army was being organ- 
ized, it was necessary that it be fed, 
housed, clothed and processed. To 
accomplish this, service units were 
built up first. It will be remembered 
that in the first stages of the 
Army’s- expansion few men with 
physical defects were accepted for 
Service. Thus, thousands of men 
physically fit for combat went into 
service units because they had 
Civilian skills closely allied to the 
Army jobs they would fill. 


RETIRE LIMITED SERVICE 


Service units, packed with these 
combat-fit men, came overseas as 
the Army deployed outside the 
States. Now that the war has 
opened up and battle casualties are 
mounting, the Army is finding itself 
accumulating limited assignment 
men it no longer can use in combat 
but who can discharge rear echelon 
duties. 

These men being made limited 
assignment by combat have to be 
replaced. With our forces fighting 
or world fronts, with the Army 
reaching its authorized strength, 
with shipping space which has been 
Overtaxed at all times to supply 
all war theaters, the only solution 
to the problem lies in exchanging 
men made limited assignment by 
combat for general assignment men, 
then retraining the general assign- 
ment soldiers to discharge combat 
Service. This, the War Department 
has ordered. 

The combination of all circum- 
stances had, by last summer, pulled 
300,000 men out of service com- 
Mands in the U. S. and sent them 
Overseas or into the streams headed 
= combat training. Soldiers are 
Se retrained for combat in the 
sates and in every theater where 
he U. S. has\combat troops. It is 
hot confined to this theater alone. 

For the most part, general assign- 
ment men in rear area installations 
re being and will continue to be 
falected by the policy which calls 
1 placing the limited assignment 
se in a job he can fill within the 

ieater. Many of these general as- 





signment men have been overseas 
a long time but, basically, there are 
only two groups of soldiers ih the 
Army: 

Those who went into combat im- 
mediately, did their “hitch,” so to 
speak, became limited assignment 
in the process and now are suitable 
only for rear echelon jobs; and 
those combat-fit men who started 
out in rear areas and now must go 
to the front to replace the men who 
shouldered the early. burden of 
combat. It can be boiled down to 
the question of whether a man does 
his service at the front now or 
whether he did it during the last 
two years. 


SPECIALISTS RESERVED 


There are, however, a few skills in 
rear areas which take years to 
acquire and men with these special- 
ties probably will stay in their par- 
ticular jobs longer than anyone 
else. But if the time comes when 
they can be replaced, they also will 
go forward. 

The pressure to keep up the flow 
to the front is constant. In this 
theater that pressure is to provide 
infantrymen, a fact more easily 
understood when it is realized that 
70 percent of an infantry division’s 
strength is made up of basic infan- 
trymen. Additionally, about 80 per- 
cent of all battle casualties are suf- 
fered by infantrymen. 

To convert soldiers into infantry- 
men—including those who came 
into the replacement system after 
cuts in T/O strength had made 
them surplus—the Theater launched 
a conversion training program. Of 
eight weeks duration it was ad- 
mittedly experimental. For the first 
group it was successful, principally 
because the trainees included men 
declared surplus from such organi- 
zations as ack-ack outfits stream- 


lined when the numbers of enemy 
planes decreased. 

Conversion aiso applies to men 
arriving from the States. Lt. Gen. 
Brehon B. Somervell, chief of the 
Army’s Services of Supply, once 
termed the replacement depot "a 
human warehouse.” As such it must 
stock balanced amounts of person- 
nel but the exigencies of war some- 
times contrive to upset this balance. 
Therefore, a continuous readjust- 
ment of personnel trained as cooks, 
chauffeurs, clerks and so forth, 
whose numbers are out of balance 
with the numbers required, are sent 
into training to be converted into 
a combat specialty needed at the 
moment. . 

Officers who find themselves in a 
"Repple Depple” as a result of T/O 
strength cuts are converted into 
infantry combat leaders in six 
weeks of tough training at the 
Leadership and Battle Training 
School. 


FRONT IN SIGHT 

After a man enters conversion 
training, the next stop is obvious: 
The front. Therefore, training em- 
phasizes the fact that it is to his 
advantage to work as hard as he 
can since it is his life and the lives 
of those next to him which will 
be involved. One officer said bluntly 
of conversion: "You can’t compro- 
mise when you are playing with the 
lives of men.” 

Despite the fact that conversion 
may be distasteful to men who have 
been rear echelon all their Army 
lives, as well as to those who have 
seen some combat, it is the answer 
to the needs of the Army. And that 
answer is a required cOmmitment 
for the Theater to the ultimate goal 
of victory in the shortest possible 


Coast Gu 





ard Wins 


Battle Of Icebergs 





played among icebergs only 800 


the northeast Greenland coast 


Nazi High Command attaches 


BOSTON, Dec. 15 (ANS)—A relentless game of hide and seel 


miles from the North Pole result- 


ing in three small but Victorious battles in which Coast Guard 
cutters drove German weather posts and surface craft away fro:1 


as recently as last Oct. 26 was 


described by the Navy Department today. 
Word of engagements indicated the importance which the 


to weather information from its 





Rocket Craft Played 





By Army News Service 
WASHINGTON, Dec, 15—Rocket 


naval weapons, played a large part 
in shattering German defenses 
along the European beaches. This 
was disclosed today in a, Navy re- 
port on the use of rockets in the 
Atlantic and Pacific. 


that the production of rockets will 
be increased nearly 300 percent 
immediately. The November output 
of rockets was 262 percent above 
June figures, a WPB spokesman 
said, describing this as "the ex- 
ample of examples” of ever chang- 
ing demands. 

Large landing ships, designed 
originally to carry tanks to enemy 
beaches, were converted secretly 
last winter into rocket-firing craft, 
the Navy disclosed. Moving ahead 
of the first waves of landing craft, 
they worked with battleships, cruis- 
ers and destroyers in a bombard- 
ment which preceded the landings. 

"Standing offshore and _ with 
naval shells howling overhead,” the 
Navy reported, "the rocket craft 
blazed away time after time leav- 
ing sections of the defenses a danc- 
ing floor of fire. Their action was 
one of the most amazing sights of 
the invasion. First, many streaks 
of flames spurted from the flat 
hollow shell of the craft, then sec- 
onds later a carpet of bursts crashed 
on a hillside or section of beach. 
The roar of the explosion was many 
times more violent than that of 
heavy battleship gunfire.” 

The Navy soon will be spending 
100 million dollars monthly on 
rocket ammunition. Each rocket 
craft carries hundreds of missiles. 


Lupe Velez Death 
Apparently Suicide 


BEVERLY HILLS, Calif., Dec. 15 
(AP)—Lupe Velez, 35, vivacious 
Mexican screen actress, was found 
dead in bed yesterday, apparently, 
according to police, from a delib- 
erate overdose of a sleeping draught. 
After an examination, the police 
stated that the dead actress was 
pregnant. 

Two notes which indicated that 
she planned to take her life were 
found in her bedroom. One was 
addressed to Harold Raymond, a 
French actor; the other, to her 
private secretary. Her romance with 
Raymond was broken off last week. 
The dark-haired actress, who was 
formerly married to Johnny Weis- 
muller, was in the midst of a series 
of "Mexican Spitfire” pictures, es- 
pecially written for her. Some of 
the more popular of these were: 
"Mexican Spitfire at Sea,” "Mexi- 
can Spitfire Sees a Ghost,” "Mexi- 
can Spitfire’s Elephant” and 











time. 
(The End) . 


Big Role In Invasion 


ships, one of the most secret of | 


It followed an announcement) 


*point of origin off the North At- 
lantic for the purpose of plotting 
its own strategy and anticipat- 
ing that of Allies. 

The battles began Sept. 1 and 
ended Oct. 26. Nazi stations had 
previously been driven out of 
Greenland in 1941 and 1943. 

The first word of the latest at- 
tempt te establish new bases or to 
gair information by Nazi patrol 
boats reached the Coast Guard last 
| July when a Danish captain of a 
|Greenland sledge patrol encoun- 
jtered a land station on Cape Su ssi 
jat the northern tip of Shannon 
| Island. 





TOLL OF BATTLE 


The Navy, reporting the en- 
gagements, said one German armed 
trawler was suk, another cap- 
tured. a third found abandoned. 
Sixty prisoners «were taken and a 
radio station was captured and de- 
stroyed. In addition, a German 
bomber attack was beaten off in a 
series of actions. Three Coast 
Guard cutters were damaged by 
crushing icepacks. One, the North- 
wind, had to be towed 3,000 miles 
for repairs. 
| The climax of the battle through 
|the ice floe. and along frozen 
|shores came Oct. 16 when the cut- 
| ters, Eastwind and Southwind, cap- 
jtured the German armed trawler 
Externsteine and hc. crew of four 
officers and 30 men. Salvo after 
salvo of shells flashed across the 
icepacks before the Nazi craft was 
cornered in a pocket formed by ice 
floes and was forced to surrender. 

Twelve days before the engage- 
ment the Eastwind. skippered by 
Capt. Charles W. Thomas of Long 
Beach, Calif., the task force com- 
mander had landed two platoons 
of sailors on Little Koldwewv Is- 
land, 800 miles from the North 
Pole. Landing parties in the pre- 
dawn attack captured a Nazi radio 
and weather station with three of- 
ficers and nine enlisted men and 
large quantities of scientific and 
weather equipment. 

Apparently, the Navy said, three 
separate expeditions had been sent 
to Greenland by the Germans. One 
Was captured by the cutter. North- 
land. commanded vy Lt. Cmdr. R. 
W. Butcher of Jamaica Plains, 
Mass., on Sept. 1, after a 70-mile 
chase through ‘ice floes. The chase 
ended in scuttling of the German 
armed trawler when the Nazi craft 
was b’ cked by ice. Two explo- 
sions vipped through the enemy 
trawler and she sank. Her crew 
of eicht officers, headed by a full 
Ccmmander. and 20 enlisted men 
left the craft in lifebozts and were 
taken prisoner. 


AIR, SEA FIGHT 


The c tter Storis beat off a Nazi 
bombing attack while the North- 





land was pursuing an enemy 
trawler. The Northland. mean- 
while, was in difficulties. She had 


smashed her rudder in maneuver- 
ing through the ice pack. Commo- 
dore Earl G. Rose of Muncy, Pa., 
commander of the Greenland pa- 
trol, advised of her damage. sent 
the Eastwind and Southwind to the 
scene to tow her back to base. Sev- 
eral land actions came during the 
series of engagements. 

Halted by bad weather, the land- 
ing party required reinforcements 
before reaching the fortified Nazi 
base. When they did arrive the 
Nazis had fled. Instruments were 
smashed but a large stock of gaso- 
line, food and ammunition was 





"Mexican Spitfire’s Blessed Event.” 


found in ice caves. 





YES, SUH, WE FIGYUH YOU MEN 
BAYUH CHAHMED LIVES-SO WE 
INVITED YALL TO SIT AT THE 
PLACE RESUHVED FO’ CREWS 
THAT COMPLETE THEAH COMBAT 
TOO-AUS AND AH HEADIN’ HOME! 


LUCKY Ugs’ 
TABLE 





(Courtesy Chi. Trib.-New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 


BOY- WHEN 
THAT NIGHT 
FIGHTER CAME 

BARRELLIN 


v7 IN, T CHEWED 
MY RABBITS 


THOSE JAPS 

ARE BUILDIN’ 
HEAVIER 
FIGHTERS!. 
NOTICE HOW 
THEY DOVE 





By CANIFF. 








S GETTING 
TO TURN 


SENT H 


My siz, MR. DUNKAN SAYS HE THANKS 
YOU FOR THE INVITATION— BUT HES 


RELATIONS OFFICER... HES BEING 
AGAINST THE ENEMY! 





HIS CREDENTIALS READY 
OVER TO THE PUBLIC 










OME FOR TAKING UP ARMS 
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ON THE AIR 


AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 


STATION ROME 

695 K ee M 

Saturday, Dec. 16 
HIGHLIGHTS 


15j5—Concert Hall of the Air 
1700—National Barn Dance 
1830—J ubilee 
1930—Saturday Night Serenade 
2000—Finals - Allied Boxing Bouts 
Sunday, Dec. 17 
HIGHLIGHTS 
0630—Music For Sunday 
1000+Great Moments in Music 
1050—Encore—Hit Parade 
1300+Andre Kostelanetz 
2000—Baracks Bag (Requests) 
2100—Jack Benny 
News: 6.30, 12:30, 2°00, 3:00, 4:30, 6:00 
7:00, 11:00 
On the air from 6:30 AM - 11:30 PM 














5TH ARMY MORILE AES 
CW a wees 
1530 K 196 ™M 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
HIGHLIGHTS 
2002— Pand of .he Week 
2030— Saturday Night Serenade 
2100—Hit Parade 
2130—-E,ddie Condon 
2230—Ordnaires (remote) 

On the air from 6:00 AM ~ 12:00 PM 
Sunday, Dec. 17 
HIGHLIGHTS 

1220— Andre. Kostelanetz 
1400—World Newg, BBC 
1700—Mediterranean Church of the Air 
1730—Sammy Kaye Sunday Serenade 
2130—Charlie McCarthy 
News of the hour, on the hour. 
On the air Sunday from 1000-2400 hrs. 





2TH AF AES RADIO STATION| LOOKINGAT 


1380 K 217 M| TALL TIMBER 
IN THE OTHER 


Saturday, Dec. 16 
HIGHLIGHTS 


1130—Personal Album 
1330—Amos "n Andy 

1530— National Barn Dance 
1930—Yo ur Hit Parade 
2000—Command Pérformance 


Sunday, Dec, 17 
HIGHLIGHTS 
1100— Music For Sunday 
1145—Great Music 
1330—Sammy Kaye 
1410—NBC Symphony 
2000—Charlie McCarthy 
2036—Contented Hour 
News: 1200, 1300, 1400, 1500, 1600, 1900, 
2000 with following exceptions — no 
news *t 2000 Saturday and 1900 Sunday 
On the atr 0630-2300; Sunday from 






A 
WHILE CLINTON 
PERRY LOOKS 
FOR SOMETH 






FIGHTING 
ON THE ROME FRONT 






e 








TOMMY MCGOVERN GETS 


1100-2309 hours 


Frick, Harridge, O'Connor 


To Fulfill Landis’ Work 


NEW YORK, Dee. 15 (ANS) 
The major league steering commit- 
tee vesterday appointed Ford Fric«. 


National League’ president, Will 


Harridge. American League prexy, 
and Leslie O'Connor, secretary to 


the tate Judge Landis. to the ad- 


victory committee which will fulfill 
- the functions of the commissioner's 


office left vacant by Landis’ death 


The appointments must still receive 


the okay of the 16 major league 
clubs but it’s 4 foregone conclusion 
that they’ll agree in advance. 


The resolution appointing the 


committee also terminated the pres- 


ent major ‘eague agreement and 


stipuiated that the committee would 
retire when the new agreement 
which wi!' contain the name of the 
new commissioner, is entered into 

O'Connor was designated as the 
soie authority in matters involving 
a claim of a player against a cub 
oOo! a .eague in which case league 
officia'* wid not vote 


Grimes Named 


ST. LOUIS, Dec. 19 (ANS) —Bur- 
leigh Grimes, manager at Toronto 
last vear, has been named manager 
of the Cardinals’ Rochester farm 
team in the International League 
succeeding Ken Penner. 







MIXING IT UP 











“FEED IT TO HIM UPSTAIRS* 
Thursday Nite’s Card) ,oonerwesnt  tept. sonny! A’s Buy Outfielder 


(Amateurs) Boom, AZ, outpointed Pvt. Ellis La- 
Featherweight — Royal Marine Ron-| Grange, CZ. 
ald Burr, TZ, outpointed Spr. William} Welterweight — Pvt. Omar Koudri,| outfielder Ed Levy from the Mil- 
Daubney, AZ. NAZ, outpolated Pfc. Larry. Cisneros, | waukee Brewers for an undisclosed 
Lightweight — Pvt. Victor Gidaro, | 5th. amount of cash and roo - 
5th, knocked out Pfc. Richard Ward, Middleweight — Sailor Marcel Cer- paw Jack srl eather 


IZ (3). dan, NAZ, outpointed Pvt. Floyd ~ “ 
Middleweight — Pvt. Junius Woods,| G!bson, TZ trials with the Phillies and Yankees 


TZ, won by default from Pfc. Leon] Heavyweight — Sgt. Andrew Roy,|0Ut injuries have prevented him 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 15 (ANS) 
— The Athletics have purchased 











Atkins, IZ. 5th, outpointed Sgt. Johnny Ebarb, AZ.' from making the grade. 








BOXING | 
FLASHES 


ee 


By Pvt. MEL DIAMOND 
Staf/ Correspondent 

If the reof of the Brancacc; 
Theater wasn’t the kind that slides 
open, it would have been blown 
open Thursday night by the uproar 
that followed the judges’ decision 
on the Koudri-Cisneros fight. 

a . . 

Before the first bout starteg 
someone fell out of the balcony. 
When he got up, raced back up- 
stairs and argued to get his seat 
back, you had a tip-off on the kind 
of night it was going to be. 

” . . 


Most of the packed house ob. 
viously thought Cisneros—the 5th, 
Army slugger—should have copped 
the duke. They not only thought 
so, but almost bust a collective gut 
insisting on it. To the Frenchmen 
present, this must have sounded 
like the storming of the Bastille ail 
over again. 

. 








People hooted, screamed, flailed 
their arms and stamped on their 
seats. As the center of all that, 
Cisneros probably felt like a Sin- 
atra with muscles. 


Capt. John F. Sullivan, coach of 
the 5th Team, was hotter 
than a bazooka. He rushed to the 
officials’ table and promptly de- 
manded a recount. But when the 
excitement threatened to postpone 
the next bout on the card, the cap- 
tain was told to come back after 
the last fight was over. The way 
he was feeling, his heart may have 
not held out that long. 


The crowd, incidentally, had more 
American GIs in it than had at- 
tended any previous card. All in 
all, the Americans don’t seem to 
be nearly as hot on boxing as the 
British or the French. In Bari, 
for example, where boxing shows 
are frequent, the British jans in- 
variably outnumber the GIs better 
than 25 to 1. A reason for this, 
we hear, is that GIs won’t go to 
most fights tf they have to sweat 
out ticket lines 


The Continental Zone Team, 
which got worked up over a bad 
decision on Tuesday and talked 
abcut quitting the tournament, says 
remark was strictly from heat. 
They have no intentions of quitting 
and are sorry anyone mentioned it 
in the first place. 


One of the easiest observations to 
make about the tourney thus far 
is that the fighters, almost without 
exception, are not in condition for 
three fast rounds. Most of them 
are completely pooped by the end 
of the second stanza, while the more 
endurable guys can be blown down 
by a five-mile.wind at the end of 
the third. The picture of a pooped 
battler isn’t a pretty one. He 
breathes like a locomctive, his eyes 
flop in their sockets, his gloves 
weigh -70 pounds apiece and he 
staggers around like a robot that’s 
been slipped a mickey. 
a. . . 

Capt Al Baggett, Secretary of 
the Allied Sports Commission who 
did yeoman work in getting the 
fights under way here, was con- 
fined to a hospital with a case of 
boils two days before the tourney 
started. . . . In addition to being 
covered by ten local Italian news- 
papers, the fights have been getting 
200 words a day from Sid Feder, AP 
correspondent, . . . Sgt. Clarence 
Bradley of Murphyville, Ill., 5th 
Army scrapper who lost the pro 
feather title to Rene Pons in Algiers 
last February, is back in the States 
now. He stepped on a mine during 
the push out of.the Anzio beach- 





head and will never fight again. 





BLONDIE 





(Courtesy of King Features, distributed through CNS) 





By CHIC YOUNG 
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5th, North Africa Place Nine In Finals 








Adriatic Mittmen 
Gain Eight Berths 





Cheriff Maamar Victor Over ’Sugar’’ Cain, 





Addadaine Outslugs Vic Amato 


By Set. JACK FOISIE 
Staff Correspondent ‘ 
ROME, Dec. 15—The 5th Army and the North Africans con- 
tinued their neck-and-neck race for the Second Allied Boxing 
Championships with edch team placing nine men in the finals, 


which will be fought Saturday 
Brancaccio Theater heré. 


afternoon and evening at the 


The Adriatic Zone gained eight final berths while the Conti- 
nental Zone took four and the Tyrrhenians placed two men. 





Eighth Army ahd Island Zone+ 


entries have all been eliminated. 

This afternoon’s session saw 
the last of the semi-final 
clashes with Pvt. Cheriff "The 
Chief’ Maamar, the 24-year-old 
Arab pro lightweight taking the 
measure of Pvt. Murray Cain from 
the Tyrrhenian Zone. Maamar, 
with his longer reach and a shade 
more experience, consist- 
ently throughout. Cain, however, 
opened up a cut under Maamar’s 
eye which may keep the North Afri- 
can out of his title bout. 

Another Arab, Sailor Abdelkader 
Addadaine, fighting as a North 
African alternate for Sapper 
Tommy McGrath who is still down 
with tonsilitis, vanquished the 91st 
Division’s Pvt. Victor Amato, who 
had been rated by Billy Conn as 
one of the tournament’s outstand- 
ing amateurs. Amato boxed well 
but he couldn’t get his hefty right 
uncorked, while the sailor used his 
overtime. 

Chances of the $th Army retain- 
ing its team title rests now on 
seven amateurs and three profes- 
sionals, while. the North Africa 
team of Fre British and Ameri- 
can fighters ‘are tepheavy in the 
professional claSses, placing men 
in all but. the light heavyweight 
department. The two teams clash 
directly in only three bouts. 

The Adriatic team has placed 
four men in each class and are thus 
in a good positian tt do the giant 
killing. 

With such men as Cerdan, Kou- 
dri and Pons, the North Africans 
have been installed as the favorites 
by ringside bettors. . 

For the statistically-minded, of 
the finalists 19 are American, seven 
are Frenchmen and six are British. 
Ten of the Americans are Negroes. 

Here is how the finalists stack 


up: 
AMATEUR 

Flyweight: Air Mechanic Jacobus 
Van Der Klashorse (AZ) vs Driver 
Joe Gallagher (5th). Klashorse, a 
Seuth African from the Transvaal, 
had to fight only once to reach the 
finals; he decisioned the North 
African Arab Abdelkader Zgoumi— 
and Arab scrappers are always hard 
to beat. Driver Joe Gallagher, the 
only Britisher with the 5th Army 
team, uncorked the most deadly 
KO of the tournament, with all-of 
his 109 pounds behind a_left hook 
that coldcocked his first round op- 
ponent, Cpl. Albert Heaven. 

Bantam: Sapper Henry Johnson 
(NA) vs Cpl. Melvin Pullen (5th) 
Johnson, a 24-year-old Londoner, 
has shown an aggressive clean-cut 
Stvle in outpointing his two oppon- 
ents. P 

Feather: Marine Ronald Burr 
(TZ) vs T-4 Arthur Attleson (CZ). 
The 21-year-old Burr is well known, 
having also reached the finals last 
February at Algiers when he was 
defeated by Pfc. Carl Palombo, 
Since wounded in action. The 21- 
year-old Royal Marine fought twice 
this tournament, winning once im- 
press‘vely and the last time looking 
not too trim. He will give two 
pounds to Attleson. a 24-year-old 
combat engineer from Verndale, 
Minn., who outpoiz.ted ‘one rival to 
reach the finals. 

Lightweight: Pvt. Victor Gidaro 
(Sth) vs Pvt. Willie Thomas (AZ) 


——... 


FIGHT RESULTS 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON 
(Amateurs) 


ay shtweight — Pvt. Willie Thomas, 
9 outpointed Pvt. Robert Ewing, 





Gl f'terweight — LAC Tommy Mc- 

jones AZ won by default from 
alor Addrehin Ben Hazil, NAZ. 

st. terwerght — Pvt. Manue) Flores, 
4 utpoirted Pfc. Vernon Frease, IZ. 

An iteweight — Sailor Addadaine 

v delkader, NAZ, outpointed Pvt. 
‘ctor Amato, Sth. 


(Professionals) 


my, ishtweignt — Pyt. Cheriff Maamatr, 


= cetpointed Pvt. Murray Cain, 


Gidaro, of the medical detachment 
with the ist Armored Division, 
looked very good in his semi-fina) 
fray, delivering the only KO to the 
stomach seen during the 72 tourney 
bouts. 

Welterweight: LAC Tommy Mc- 
Govern (AZ) vs. Pfc. Manuel Flores 
(5th). McGovern is a British Army 
champ in the lightweight class-and 
in tourney fought well twice. 
From London, he is one of two 
eae with the RAF. Flores is a 
w 


eezing, energetic rough-and- 
tumble protege of Cisneros’. His 
home is Los Angeles. 


Middleweight: Pvt. Junius Woods 

(TZ) vs Sailor Abdelkader Adda- 
daine (NAZ). Woods is a Buffalo, 
N. Y., fighter with a good amateur 
record. 
Light Heavyweight: Cpl. Leroy 
Jeffrey (5th) vs. Sgt. A. Labrecque 
(CZ). The six foot three 29-year- 
old, balding Jeffrey looks like a 
preacher and is actually a 92nd MP. 
All of which has nothing to do with 
the wallop he packs in his lanky 
lean frame. 

Heavyweight: Cpl. Jim McDonald 
(AZ) vs Cpl. Mike Zampini (5th). 
The 24-year-old McDonald from 
East St. Louis has been tagged the 
"best ring-amateur to show in this 
tourney, on the basis of just one 
fight in which he exhibited a bag 
full of professional touches. Zam- 
pini of inesville, Ohio, has a 12- 
pound weight advantage and that’s 
about all. 

PROFESSIONAL 

Flywétght: Pvt. Rabah Hedroug 
(NA) vs T-5 John Ferrara (AZ). 
Hedroug was former amateur fly 
champ of France—enough said. He 
fought once. Philadelphia’s Ferrara 
drew a bye right into the finals. 

Bantam: Pvt. Richard Romero 
(5th) vs Pvt. Sliman Hamouti (NA). 
apy Aly ~~ the only two entrants 
in: class and so had the week 
off. Romero is with the 6th Armored 


‘Infantry and lives in San Francisco. 


Feather: L-Cpl. Johnny Boom 
(AZ) vs Gunner Rene Pons (NA) 
Boom, a Londoner, has been boom- 
ing along, with one TKO and a 
clean cut decision, and has been 
one of the best Britishers to show. 

Lightweight: Pvt. Gheriff Maa- 
mar (NA) vs Pvt. Milton Glass 
(AZ). The 24-year-old Maamar 
went to the finals last year, and 
after a narrow squeak in the first 
round of this year’s bouts had 
things his own way. Glass is a 
smiling. moon-faced fighter with 
plenty of confidence and a good 
amateur and professional record to 
= it up. He is 21 and from Akron. 

0 


Welterweight: Pvt. Omar Koudri 
(NA) vs T-5 Joseph DiMartino 
(CZ). Now that Koudri has suc- 
cessfully overcome Cisneros, the 
man who defeated him in the Feb- 
ru tournament, the French fans 
are hailing him as king, as well 
they might. 

Middleweight: Sailor Marce) Cer- 
dan (NA) vs T-Sgt. Ralph Burniey 
(AZ). The fame of Cerdan, a Euro- 
pean champ, is well known, and 
the fact that he is light for his class 
—only 152 pounds—doesn’t 8eem to 
make any difference. Burnley is a 
colored fighter from Philadelphia; 
he deait out a lot of punishment in 
his first go here. 

Light Heavyweight: Pfc. Al Bar- 
low (CZ) vs Pvt. Ezzard Charles 
(5th). An all-Negro bout, this, with 
Charles the better-known of the 
two, having boxed many main fea- 
tures in Cincinnati, his home, and 
in Pittsburgh. : 

Heavyweight: Cpl. Henry Jonés 
(NA) vs. . Andrew Roy (5th) 
Another all-colored finale, 
Jones hailing from Detroit and Rov 
from Charleston, W. Va. Roy met 
so little opposition in his one ap- 
pearance that it is hard to tell just 
how good he really is. His record 
is im ve, if on‘y due to the fact 
that he worked under Jack Black - 


A REAL RING THRILLER 





That was the verdict of a capacity crowd at the Brancaccio 

theater Thursday night when North Africa’s Pvt. Omar Koudri 

(left), outpointed the 5th Army’s Pfc. Larry Cisneros in a pro 

welterweight duel. Here the two batflers go at it hammer and 

tongs in a typical action shot from the bout between the Cas- 
bah Clouter and Larrupin’ Larry. 

(Staff Photo by Sgt. Grayson B. Tewksbury) 








AAF Colonel Defends 
Sports For U. S. Gls 


NEW YORK, Dec. 15 (ANS)— 
Athletic activity for service men 
in the continental limits of the 
U. S. was staunchly defended yes- 
terday by Col. Donald Storck of 
the Second Air Force, who told the 
Football Writers Association that 
19 men on the Second AAF Super- 
bombers had seen overseas service 
and seven. of them had been 
wounded. 

"There has been some questioning 
by the uninformed about these ath- 
letes,” said Col. Storck, former 
Rutgers and West Point. athlete. 
"In addition to those who have 
heen in many engagements abroad 
we have sent another score into 
combat in~the last vear and of 
course we expect others will be 
called in the future.” 

Storck called attention to the 
Army’s rule limiting service men 
to two years of sports activities. 
That rule, he said, will cause the 
Superbombers to lose Glenn Dobbs, 
their All-America passer, from 
next year’s team. 


Accepts Program 


ATLANTIC CITY, N. J., Dec. 15 
(ANS)—The AAU concluded its 56th 
annual convention here yesterday 
by accepting a seven-point national 
vhysical fitness program which will 
be offered to schools and colleges 
throughout the country. The AAU 





also adopted 37 of 49 national rec- 
ords offered for approval. 


TODAY’S CARD 


AFTERNOON BOUTS 
FINALS 
(Amateurs) 

Flyweight — Dvr. Joe Gallagher, 
Sth, vs. A-M Jacobus Van Der Klas- 
horse, AZ. 

Lightweight — Pvt. Vic Gidaro, 5th, 
vs. Pvt. Willie Thomas, AZ. 

Middleweight — Pvt: Junius Woods, 
TZ, vs Sailor Addac#ine Abdelkader, 
NAZ. 

(Professionals) 

Flyweight —Pvt Rabah Hedrough 
NAZ, vs. T-5 John Ferrara, AZ. 

Bantamweight — Pvt. Richard Rom. 
ero, 5th, vs. Pvt. Sliman Hamouti, 
NAZ. 

Featherweight — L-Cpl. Johnny 
Bcom, AZ, vs. Gnr. Rene Pons, NAZ 

Light Heavyweight — Pfc. Adolph 
a CZ, vs. Pvt. Ezzard Charles, 
Sth. 
5th. 

Heavyweight — Sgt. Andrew Roy, 
Sth, vs. Cpl Henry Jones, NA2. 

NIGHT BOUTS 
FINALS 
(Amateurs) 

Bantamweight —Cpl. Melvin Pullen, 
5th, vs. Spr. Henry Johnson, NAZ. 

Featherweight — Marine Ronald 
Burr, TZ, vs. T-4 Arthur Attleson, CZ. 

Welterweight — Pvt. Manuel Flores, 
5th, vs. LAC Tommy McGovern, AZ. 

Light Heavyweight — Cpl. Leroy 
Jeffrey, 5th, vs. Sgt A. Labrecque, CZ. 

Heavyweight — Cpl. Jim MacDonald, 
AZ, vs. Cpl. Mike Zampini, 5th. 

(Professionals) 

Lightweight — Pvt. Milton Glass, 
AZ, vs. Pvt. Cheriff Maamar, NAZ. 

Welterweight — Pvt. Omar Koudri. 
NAZ, vs. T-5 Joe DiMartino, CZ 

Middleweight — Sailor Marcel Cer- 
dan, NAZ, vs. T-Set. Ralph Burnley, 
AZ 

Boxing tickets for GIs may be ob- 





tained at the enlisted men’s Red Cross 
Club and the U. S. Army Rest Center. 


Owen Gets Credit 
For Having Giants 
In Pro Grid Playoh 


NEW YORK, Dec. 15 (ANS)—The 
outstanding coach job of the 1944 
football season was turned in by 





; Steve Owen, the round man from 
|} Oklahoma who 


imparts gridiron 
wisdom to the Giants. They won the 
Eastern Division title last week and 
will attempt to grab the league 
championship Sunday at the Polo 
Grounds in a game against the 
a who took the Western bunt- 
ng. 

When the season started, Owen 
had a group of ordinary ballplayers 
and their first taste of competition 
was an awesome drubbing by 
Frankie Sinkwich and company at 
Detroit in an exhibition game. 

Owen was discouraged, but felt 
that he had enough left to give the 
rest of the league some trouble. He 
recalled two ancient gaffers to the 
game and although the creaking of 
bones was audible all season, Arnie 
Herber managed to threw his share 
of touchdown passes and Ken 
Strong produced his quota of extra 
points and field goals. Owen also 
grabbed Len Calligaro, whom he 
had seen only once as a Wisconsin 
substitute, when Calligaro’s name 
had come up on Green Bay’s waiver 
list. Calligaro has proved to be one 
of the best blocking backs in the 
league with a little tutoring from 
Stout Steve. 

Of course, Owen was greatly 
heartened by the return of Ward 
Cuff and Mel Hein to the lineup 
shortly after the season started, but 
what won for the Giants was un- 
doubtedly Steve's coaching. Owen's 
tutoring helped rookie Howard Liv- 
ingston to stop the great Dun Hut- 
son cold in an early-season game 
and Giant fans are hoping for a 
repeat performance Sunday. 


Giants’ Bill Paschal Wins 
Pro Ground Gaining Title 


NEW YORK, Dec. 15 (ANS)—Bill 
Paschal, Maritime Service warrant 
officer, has found time to win the 
National Footbal] League ground 
gaining championship for the sec- 
ond straight year. Bullet Bill 
gained 682 yards in 179 attempts 
this season. 

Len Younce, Giant guard, has 
gathered in the punting champion- 
ship with an average of 41.1 yards 
per kick in 42 tries. 

Washington has the ace passer 
of the league in Frankie Filchock 
whose 78 completions in 132 at- 
tempts gained 1,107 yards. Next is 
Sid Luckman of the Bears with 171 
out of 143 for 1,018 yards. 


Chisox Get Pair 


CHICAGO, Dec. 15 ‘ANS!—The 
White Sox have traded infielder 
Skeeter Webb to Detroit for Joe 
Orengo and have swapped out- 
fielder Eddie Carnett to Cleveland 
for Oris Hockett. There was no cash 
involved in either deal. 








GI Boxing Fans Still Arguing About 
Thursday Night's Cisneros-Koudri Go 





By A Staff Correspondent 

Long after the Second Allied 
Boxing Championships are over, 
fight fans will argue the respective 
merits of Pfc. Larry Cisneros of the 
5th Army and Pvt. Omar Koudri 
of the French forces. 

They tangled once again on 
Thursday night, and the three 
rounds were just as savage, fierce 
and indecisive as their title bout 
last February in the first Allied 
Boxing Championships. There was, 
however, one difference, a big one: 

This time Koudri got the judges’ 
nod; last time Cisneros had it. 

Koudri’s semi-finals victory, cou- 
pled with that of his famous sta- 
blemate, Sailor Marcel Cerdan, 


th gave the North African Zoners two 


almost sure winners in the Satur- 
day finals. 

Cerdan had his troubles with 
Pvt. Floyd Gibson, but there was 
never much doubt that he could 
outpoint the big Tyrrhenian Negro. 








burn, the train>r o* oe Louis. Jones 
was also an easy winner up to now 


The question was could he knock 
Gibson out. the KO route beine the 


French pro middleweight’s favorite 
method of ending hostilities. 
* There was a lot of money being 
wagered on the Milford, Ohio lad 
staying thé three rounds, and Gib- 
son did not disappoint his back: 
ers. By outboxing the French 
champ in the first canto. and bv 
taking a lot of punishment in the 
second and giving more back in the 
third, he stayed in there, to earn 
the tribute of an overflowing house. 

In besting a first class opponent 
—Gibson had a professional record 
of 29 wins, one draw and one loss— 
Cerdan showed that he could slug 
with the best of them, and with 
those flying lefts and rights hurt 
even the toughest man. Outweiched 
by y= pounds and outreacheG 
the fiery Frenchman still proved 
himself equal to the job, and a 
man to be watched in the pcstwar 
ring—providing the war doesn't last 
too much longer. Cerdan is no 
spring chicken with his age some- 
what of a mystery, the best opin- 
ion putting him around 28. 

There was a lot more money be- 
ing laid on the outcome of the 





Cisneros-Koudri scrap. The Los 


Angeles lad, a member of the Ist 
Armored Division's 6th Infantry. 
immediately attacked and closed 
for his favorite kind of . fighting— 
close in. Koudri was not reluctant 
about this type of rough play, and 
it was savage and fast from then 
on. Koudri emerged from the first 
round with a slight cut over his, 


right eye. 
The second round saw more of 
the same, with Koudri scoring 


sli¢chtly more often. 

The third round would decide and 
both men, sensing it. hammered 
away with hardly a break from 
their close-in position. The roar 
of the crowd, the sound of leather 
on flesh and bone and the grunt 
of the fighters fiiled the theater. 

Then came the breathless mo- 
ment before the decision—Koudri! 
Cisneros, after an ae grim- 
ace. rushed over to congratulate his 
opponent. 

But his handlers and manager 
bere not convinced. They appealed 
to the Jury of Appeals but nothing 
came out of their heated argu- 
ments. Ringsiders were about evenly 





divided cver the correctness of the 
decision. 
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Pope Warns House 
Group On Burdens 


To Guarantee Peace 





(Continued from page 1) 


Conn.) and only woman member of 


the visiting Congressional group, 
told the Pope that she thought that 
women believed less than men, per- 
haps, in a peace by force and brute 
strength and believed more in a 


peace of charity and understanding. 
She told the Pope that women were 


looking to the great spiritual lead- 
ers, such as His Holiness, for the 
attainment of such a peace. 

The Pope inquired of the Com- 
mittee whether they had heard from 
their folks at home since they had 
been overseas and presented the 
Representatives with his picture 
and two strings of rosary beads, 
one black and one white. 

At the conclusion of the private 
audience, the Pope received other 
members of the Congressional party 
in the private study and gave a 
—— and rosary beads to them 
also. 


PICTURES TAKEN 

Rep. John J. Rooney (D., N. Y.), 
who arrived at the Vatican after 
the remainder of the party had 
entered the study, was presented 
to the Pope later in the morning. 

Following the audience, the Con- 
gressmen -had their picture taken 
in one of the loggias of the Vatican. 
All of the party save Mrs. Luce 
then was taken on a tour of St. 
Peter’s and to the Sistine Chapel. 
Mrs. Luce went with Mr. Taylor to 
inspect one of the 200 soup kitchens 
maintained in Rome by the Vatican 
and also visited one of the Catho- 
lic orphanages of the city. 

The Congressmen were the guests 
of Ambassador Alexander Kirk at 
a reception at the Palazzo Barberini 
tonight. 

The operation of the replacement 
command, replacement. depots and 
the personnel conversion training 
center were explained to the Com- 
mittee this afternoon by Brig. Gen. 
L. C. Jaynes of Portsmouth, Ohio, 
commanding general of the Be- 
placement Command. 

The party visited a replacement 
depot in the Rome area and were 
shown the facilities available for 
the processing of replacements. A 
number of enemy weapons, which 
replacements are taught to fire and 
recognize, were shown to~- the 
Representatives, who were taken 
through a battalion area. Among 
the buildings visited were a bar- 
racks and a kitchen. Meat for eve- 
ning chow was being fried as the 
Congressmen passed through the 
kitchen. 

The whirlwind trip of the Con- 
gressmen entered its third day this 
morning when eight members of 
the party visited the U. S. Arm 
Rest Center and a general hospital. 


FACILITIES INSPECTED 


Facilities at the center including 
the swimming pool, Red Cross club, 
mess hall and the various stadia 
were shown the Congressmen by 
Lt. Col. Ray Perkins of New York 
City, commanding officer of the 
center. The motorcade containing 
the Congressional party and es- 
corted by .12 military police on 
motorcycles was serenaded on its 
arrival and departure from the rest 
center by the 246th Army Ground 
Forces Band. 

At the hospital, in charge of Col. 
T. R. Goethels of Boston, Mass., 
the Congressmen were taken on 
individual tours by nurses who, 
wherever possible, were from the 
Representative’s home state. 

Each nurse was provided with a 
list of names of patients from the 
visitor’s home state and miany of 
the GIs in the -ospital were greeted 
personally by their Congressmen. 

Rep. Ivor D. Fenton (R., Pa.) 
took the opportunity to have a cold 


py tonal at be hospital. re | ap River Valleys, through in E ) 
a dose of medicine prepared by T-4|which run two railroads from Kosice|of Malinovsky’s army was closely |in Europe.” 
Harold Propst of Archbald, Pa. ~|to Miskolc. : J 3 


The size of the group was in- 


creased to 16 today with the arrival |through the upper Una Valley, liq-|Petrov’s 41h Ukrainian Army, seek- | chill’s statement is likely to cause 
of Mr. Rooney and Rep. Joseph R./|uidated several strongholds, and in|ing to cut off the Germans in east-|the resignation of the 15-day-old 
Hawaii), from /fighting around Otric, Germanjern Slovakia’ from a chance of | London Polish Government of Pre- 


Farrington (R., 


MRS. LUCE MEETS PRESS 





Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce (R., Conn.), at right, member of the 
House Military Affairs Committee now touring the Mediter- 
ranean Theater, is met by newspaper correspondents as she 
alights from a plane at an Italian airport. Here, Rep. Luce 
talks with Ruth Cowan of the Associated Press (left), Rita 
Hume, International News Service, and Sgt. Don Williams of 
The Stars and Stripes. (APS Photo by Zeigler) 


Text Of Pope’s Address 


The extemporaneous remarks made by His Holiness, Pope Pius XII 

in his private study to the members of the Military Affairs Commit- 
tee of the House of Representatives who were introduced to the Holy 
Father by the Honorable Myron C. Taylor, personal représentative 
of the President of the United States to His Holiness follows: 
Honorable Members of Congress: 
When His Excellency, the Personal Representative of your Presi- 
dent, asked Us to receive the Congressional Committee now visiting 
Europe, We at once assured him that it would give Us real pleasure 
to do so; We wish to repeat the assurance of that pleasure now to you, 
honorable members here present. To one and all Our heartfelt wel- 
come, 

At this critical moment in human history the legislators of the 
nations of the world’ carry a particularly grave responsibility. The 
questions that they are called on to decide have mote than a passing 
political significance. They reach down to the roots of human society, 
to the inviolability of the human person, to those inalienable, God-given 
rights that are antecedent to the State and that no State dare infringe 
without jeopardizing its own existence. Foremost among those rights 
is the freedom to practise religion founded on faith in God and His 
revelation. To the legislators of today and tomorrow has been confided 
the noble task to ensure that those rights shall not perish but shall 
be protected, defended and held in honor among all peoples. 

Oh, how earnestly We pray to God every day, that His grace may 
illumine the minds of law-givers and heads of States to see and give 
them the courage to choose the path that leads to the peace that tHeir 
hearts crave for. The master mind of Augustine came to realize that 
the human heart can never rest unless it rest in God; and what is true 
of the individual, is true of the multitude which forms otr human 
society. This war will end; but the peace that men will clutch at, will 
crumble in their hands, unless God has first place in the councils of 
nations, unless His ten commandments and the truths given to men by 
Christ are at the foundations of the new world that all men of good 
will are hoping to see erected for the betterment of mankind. 

That that new world may also bring an increase of glory to God, 
We pray heaven's blessings on those who chiefly have its making in 
their hands, and in particular upon you, honorable members of Congress. 
God bless you, your families, all your dear ones at home and your 
beloved country. ' 





























Procedure To Claim 
Land On Moon Told 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 15 (UP) 
—The Land Office Commissioner 
has assured would-be rocket trav- 
ellers that if parts of the moon 


public land laws. 

He stated this in reply to a 
letter from R. L. -Frarworth, 
President of the United States 
Rocket Society, who indicated 
that many members of the Society 
are inquiring how to go about 
filing claims to land on the moon. 
The land commissioner replied 
that any person may set up 
housekeeping there under the 
homestead laws, if the applica- 
tion is accompanied by an affi- 
davit that he personally examined 
the land, that he is prepared to 
establish permanent residence 
within six months, and that he is 
prepared to take the family with 
him. 








Churchill Approves 
Soviet Polish Plan 


(Continued from page 1) 


and a stretch of the Baltic for 200 
miles. 
"So far as Russia and Great Bri- 
tain are concerned, the Poles are 
free to extend to the west at Ger- 
many’s expense,” Churchill said. 
This, he said, would mean the 
acquisition of territories "more im- 
portant, more highly developed 
than those lost in the east.” One 
third of Poland would be ceded, 
he declared, but included in this 
third are the vast, desolate tracts 
of the Pripet Marshes which swell 
Poland’s acreage "without adding 
to her wealth.” 
(An Associated Press dispatch 
said that Henry Raikes, a Conser- 
vative member of the House, com- 
mented: ’’The Atlantic Charter has 
become a ghost. That ghost was 
laid today.”’) 
Marshal Stalin, Mr. Churchill 
continued, is resolved upon the cre- 
ation of a strong and independent 
Poland as "one of the leading pow- 
ers in Europe.” 
”T have sympathy with the Poles,” 
Mr. Churchill d. "I also have 
sympathy with the Russians, Twice 
in our lifetime Russia been 
violently assaulted by Germany. 
Russia has the right of reassuring 
herself against future attacks, and 
we are going all the way with her 
to see she gets it, not only by the 
might of her arms, but with the 
approval] of the United Nations... 
"I cannot feel that the Russian 
demands for reassurance about the 
western frontiers go beyond the 
limit of what is reasonable or just.” 
Mr. Churchill said that he found 
great difficulty discussing these 
matters because the attitude of the 
United States had not been defined 
with the precision the British Gov- 
ernment had thought it wise to use. 
No doubt, he declared, when the 





time came, the United States would 

(Continued from page 1) — its own SS aan 

. these matters, bearing in min e 

Army to within five miles of Putnok;sion was killed, Marshal Tito’s | effect which failure on the part of 

where the only railroad escape |communique said today. the three greatest powers to work 

route from the Bukk Mountains together would damage all hopes 

— 7 Sap. a. Ra. — MOSCOW, Dec. 15 (AP)—Rus-|for a future structure of world 
‘Isian flying columns of tanks and | S0vernment. 


Simultaneous] Malinov- 
sky’s troops, operating northeast| motorized infantry clashed with| (The United Press, in a dispatch 


and north of Miskolc, forged a new|German forces along the Ipoly | from Washington tonight, said that 
threat to the rail junction of Kosice| River, north of the Danube bend|® State Department spokesman 
by pushing deep into the Kecske/and little more than 85 miles east |™@de it clear last month that it 
Mountains between the Bovda and/of the Slovak capital, Bratislava. |Y@S America’s traditional policy 
This powerful thrust py elements |®°t to guarantee specific frontiers 











coordinated with joint operations} Observers in Washington be- 


Yugoslav forces, advancing] by his right wing and General Ivan | lieved, the UP said, that Mr, Chur- 








France. 


General Connai of the 264th Divi- escape. 


mier Tomasz Arciszewski. 
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15th AAF Heavies 
Attack Five Targets 
In Austria, Reich 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec 
15—Flying Fortresses and Libera. 
tors of the 15th AAFP, in a series, 
of widely dispersed, high level] 
raids, attacked five strategic tar. 
gets in Germany and Austria today 

Escorted by Lightnings and Mys. 
tangs, the heavies pounded mijj- 
tary objectives near Linz, Inns. 
bruck, Salzburg and Amstetten, in 
Austria, and Rosenheim, in south. 
ern Germany. With the exception 
of the target. near Innsbruck, all 
bombing was done by instruments 
through heavy cloud formations, 

Allied “strangle” operations in 
northern Italy continued unabated 
yesterday as Tactical Air Force 
fighters and fighter bombers con. 
centrated their, attacks on enemy 
supply lines and communications 
feeding the German front. 

While bad weather grounded the 
heavies, TAF medium bombers at- 
tacked a munitions dump and fuel 
station at Tortona, 15 miles east 
of Alessandria. Several hits covered 
the target area, with large fires re. 
ported by the returning crewmen, 

Other formations of Mitchells cut 
the Parma west rail bridge as well 


‘}as the rail bridge at Chivasso, 15 


miles northeast of Turin. 

The Desert Air Force and the 

12th AAF teamed up during the 
day to carry out widespread attacks 
on close-support targets all along 
the Italian battlefront. 
Greece-based RAF aircraft sup- 
ported British troops fighting the 
Partisans around Athens. 
MAAF flew approximately 870 
sorties yesterday, from which no 
Allied aircraft were reported miss- 
ing. 


7th Army Fighting 
On German Ground 


. (Continued from page 1) 


of tank in their large-scale counter- 
attack against French ist Army 
troops in the Belfort-Mulhouse sec- 
tor. It is called the "Jaguar Pan- 
ther,” and carries a highly accurate 
88 mm. gun on a heavily-armored 
45-ton chassis. 

Meanwhile, the U. S. Ist and 9th 
Armies extended control of the west 
bank of the Roer with the capture 
of Schophoven to the north, and 
Vichoffen, two miles south of Julich. 
First Army troops also captured 
the village of Gurzenich, a mile and 
a half west of Duren, in their ad- 
vance to. the Roer. Their closest 
point to Duren is at an undisclosed 
place one-half mile’ away. The Ger- 
mans have blown up the last three 
bridges over the river, including one 
on the Adolf Hitler six-lane super- 
highway between Aachen and Co- 
logne. The other two are at Pier 
and Hoven. 

The U.S. 3rd Army, driving into 
the Saar, reached a place six miles 
east of Saareguemines yesterday. 
While these units advanced into 
German territory, another 3rd Army 
element took  strongly-contested 
Habkirchen and pushed a mile be- 
yond. The 35th Division was cred- 
ited with these gains. ; 

Fighter bombers of the 9th Air 
Force swirled through cloud banks 
to attack rail yards northeast of 
Saarbrucken. For the second suc- 
cessive day, hazardous flying 
weather on the continent dampened 
aerial work against Nazi targets by 
heavy bombers. 

A front-line correspondent today 
wrote of the prospects of the fight- 
ing which will take place once 
Germany’s line of river-border bar- 
riers are crossed. (The Ist and 9th 
are on the Roer; the 7th and French 
1st on the Rhine; the 3rd is on the 
Saar, and the British 2nd and Ca- 
nadian Ist on the Waal and Rhine 


Rivers). The correspondent wrote: 


"If you look at a map the rivers 
present a straight line with = 
country behind them, seeminsly 
easy going. But there won't be — / 
going there because of the hundre 

of slit trenches and antitank ditche’ 
that the Germans have been bul y 
ing for the last few weeks. Not ont 
that, but the Germans have crea . 
a number of compartments guar 


ing the heart of Germany. 4 = 


rents m 


of ese com for 
sealed off to Allied penetrations 
a time at least.” 





LONDON, Dec. 15—Industrial and 


rail targets in the ‘Hanover @ 
Kassel 


areas in Germany wer 650 
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